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Abstract— Piecewise constant is a mathematical model that is often used to model data in various fields. Exponential multiplicative noise
or exponential additive noise can be added in a constant piecewise model. This study aims to estimate a constant piecewise model that
has exponential additive noise. The estimation of the constant piecewise model is carried out in the Bayesian framework. The prior
distribution for the number of constant models, the location of the change in the constant model, the height of the constant model, and the
noise variance selected. This prior distribution is combined with the probability function of the data to get the posterior distribution. The
Bayes estimator for the number of constant models, the location of the change in the constant model, the height of the constant model, and
the noise variance are estimated based on the posterior distribution. The Bayes estimator cannot be formulated explicitly because the
number of constant models is a parameter. The reversible jump method of the Monte Carlo Markov Chain (MCMC) is proposed to
determine the Bayes estimator. This study resulted in estimating the parameters of a constant piecewise model with exponential additive
noise. This method can be used to estimate a constant piecewise model that has exponential noise even though the number of constant
models is unknown.
Index Terms— Bayesian, Piecewise Constant, Exponential Additive Noise, Reversible Jump MCMC.

——————————  ——————————

1 INTRODUCTION
Piecewise constant is a mathematical model used to model
data in various fields of life, for example [1], [2], and [3]. The
constant piecewise model is used for smoothing images of
flowers [1]. The piecewise constant model is used for
population size modeling [2], [3]. The mathematical model
contains a noise. This noise is assumed to have a certain
distribution.
The piecewise constant model can contain additive noise or
multiplicative noise. Additive noise is used by various
authors, for example [4], [5], and [6]. Additive noise is added
to the spatial regression model [4]. Additive noise is used in
partially linear functional [5]. This linear functional model is
partly applied to the Tecator data. Additive noise is used in
the log regression model [6]. On the other hand, multiplicative
noise is also used by several authors, for example [7] and [8].
Multiplicative noise is used in a constant piecewise model [8].
Noise is assumed to be G (L, L) distribution where the L value
is assumed to be known.
In various applications of autoregressive models, noise
mathematical models are often assumed to be exponentially
distributed, for example [9], [10], and [11]. Genetic algorithms
are used to estimate the exponential autoregressive model [9].
Exponential is used as noise in the 1st order autoregressive
model [10]. Bayesian robustness method is used to get the
optimal Bayes estimator for exponentially distributed
autoregressive models [11]. In the studies above, the
autoregressive model order is assumed to be known. The
autoregressive model has exponential noise but the order of
unknown models is examined in [12].
However, a constant piecewise model that has additive
exponential noise has not been studied. In some applications,
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data is often modeled following a piecewise constant model
with exponential noise. If the piecewise model is constant with
exponential additive noise used to model the data, the model
parameters are unknown. The model parameters include the
number of constant models, the location of constant model
changes, the constant model height, and noise variance. This
study proposes an estimation method of a constant piecewise
model that has additive noise where the number of constant
models is unknown.

2 METHOD
As in [13], the Bayesian framework is adopted to estimate
parameters. The prior distribution for the number of constant
models, the location of changes in the constant model, the
constant height of the model, and the noise variance are
selected. Then this prior distribution is combined with the
likelihood function of the data to get the posterior distribution.
Based on this posterior distribution, the Bayes estimator for
the number of constant models, the location of changes in the
constant model, the constant height of the model, and the
noise variance are estimated.
The reversible jump Monte Carlo Markov Chain (MCMC)
method [14] was proposed to determine the Bayes estimator.
The basic idea of the MCMC reversible jump method is the
creation of a Markov chain that is recurrent and irreducible
such that the limit distribution of the Markov chain will be the
same as the posterior distribution. Furthermore, the resulting
Markov chain is used to calculate estimators for parameters.

3 RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Suppose that
represents the number of data and
represents the data set. This data follows the piecewise
constant model if this data satisfies the following
mathematical equations:
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Similarly, Jeffreys prior is also chosen as a hyperprior
distribution for .

with
and
. The value of denotes the number
of constant models. The values of
state the
location of the change in the constant model. The value of
expresses the height of the constant model.
Here,
is assumed to be mutually independent and
exponentially distributed with parameter
.
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So the prior distribution for the parameters
be written as
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3.1 Likelihood Function
The random variable is distributed exponentially so that
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Suppose that
y is

. The likelihood function for data
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and Jeffreys prior is chosen as a hyperprior distribution for .

3.3 Posterior Distribution
Let
and
be written as
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3.2 Prior Distribution
To obtain a posterior distribution, a prior distribution must be
determined. As in [8], the prior distribution for is chosen of
the Binomial distribution with parameter
. For
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where
states the maximum value of . The hyperprior
distribution for
is chosen the uniform distribution. Prior
distribution for
according to the ordered statistics.
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3.4 Reversible Jump MCMC
Parameter estimation
are carried out using the Gibbs
algorithm which consists of two stages, namely: distribution
|
simulation
and distribution simulation
|
|
. Distribution simulation
can be done
using the Gamma distribution.

(6)
|

Prior distribution for
chosen with parameter
|

∑

(10)

exponential distribution is
.
Therefore

∫

,

(7)
834
IJSTR©2019
www.ijstr.org

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF SCIENTIFIC & TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH VOLUME 8, ISSUE 08, AUGUST 2019

∫

,
∑

and

∫

where

then
|
(

|
|

∑
where
and
. Distribution simulation
|
is done by using the MCMC reversible jump
algorithm. As in [14], this algorithm uses four transformations,
namely: changes in the height of the constant model, changes
in the location of the constant model, the birth of the constant
model, and the death of the constant model.
Changes in the high are as follows. Select a height randomly
between
. If
is selected, then the height of
is
deleted and replaced by the height
. The height
is
( )

specified so that
.
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Birth of the constant model is as follows. Take location
randomly between
. If
(
) then the height
of
is deleted and replaced by the height
and
such
that
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The change in the location of the constant model is as
follows. Take a location randomly between
. If
is
selected, the location is deleted and replaced by location .
Take u randomly according to (
). So that
.
Suppose that
(
) and
(
). Point
will replace
with

Death of the constant model is as follows. Take a location
randomly between
. If location
is selected, then
location
is deleted. The height of
and
is also
deleted and replaced by the height such that
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This simulation produces a Markov chain that has a limit
distribution to the posterior distribution. The resulting
Markov chain can be used to estimate the piecewise constant
model parameter.

4

CONCLUSION

The Bayes estimator cannot be formulated explicitly because
the number of constant models is a parameter. The piecewise
constant model parameter includes the number of constant
models, the location of changes in the constant model, the
constant model height, and noise variance.
The reversible jump MCMC algorithm can estimate the
piecewise constant model parameter that has exponential
noise simultaneously. This algorithm can also estimate the
hyperparameters present in the prior distribution.
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