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Abstract: The process of modern urbanization in Ethiopia began to take shape since the later part of the nineteenth century. The territorial expansion of
emperor Menelik (r. 1889 –1913), political stability and effective centralization and bureaucratization of government brought relative acceleration of the
pace of urbanization in Ethiopia; the improvement of the system of transportation and communication are identified as factors that contributed to this new
phase of urban development. Central government expansion to the south led to the appearance of garrison centers which gradually developed to smallsized urban center or Katama. The garrison were established either on already existing settlements or on fresh sites and also physically they were
situated on hill tops. Consequently, Limmu Genet town was founded on the former Limmu Ennarya state‘s territory as a result of the territorial expansion
of the central government and system of administration. Although the history of the town and its people trace many year back to the present, no
historical study has been conducted on. Therefore the aim of this study is to explore the history of Limmu Genet town from its foundation up to present.
Keywords: Limmu Ennary, Limmu Genet, Urbanization, Development
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1. Historical Background of the Study Area
The early history of Limmu Oromo
The history of Limmu Genet can be traced back to the rise
of the Limmu Oromo clans, which became kingdoms or
states along the Gibe river basin. The Limmu Ennarya state
flourished as the first Oromo monarchial entity. Other states
followed in these footsteps, including the four Gibe states of
Jimma, Gomma, Gera and Gumma and the two Wollega
states of Leeqa Qellem and Neqemte. The kingdom of
Limmu Ennarya was bounded in the north by Mecca Oromo
of Showa, in the south by the state of Gomma and Jimma,
in the east by the Gurage and Yem, and in the west by the
state Gumma and the Dhidhessaa river. (See Herbert S.
Lewis, 1965)

Map 1 The Gibe States in the first half of the nineteenth
century.
Source: Mohammed, p.87
From north to south its altitude ranged from 5,000 to 6,500
feet (1500 – 2000 masl) and the land was covered with
dense natural varieties of forest, especially indigenous
coffee trees. The area was suitable for agriculture and
different cereals were grown and farmed. (Bahrey, Almeida,
Huntingford et al, 1993). Limmu Ennarya supplied various
agricultural and wild or forest products, which were lucrative
trade items, to local and distant markets. Coffee was the
dominant trade item. Coffee production was much more
extensively developed in the forests of Limmu Ennarya than
in any other state of Gibe region. The abundant forests in
the valley of Diddessa and Gibe were a natural nursery for

its production. The production and marketing of forest
coffee spread the fame and prestige of Limmu Enarya (
Mohammeed Hassen, 1994). The name Limmu Ennarya is
derived from a combination of the name of the medieval
state of Ennarya and the Oromo clan name who settled in
the area. The state of Limmu Ennarya came into being by
the transformation of the gadaa system into a monarchial
system. This was due to the change in economic activity
from pastoral to sedentary as well as by the rise of Abba
Dulas (war leaders) who, after continuous expansionist
wars, declared themselves of hereditary leadership and
founded the Gibe states (Bahru, 2002; Asefa Jalata, 1993).
Consequently, the Abba Dula, Bofo took the throne name,
Abba Gomol and ruled the new monarchial state of the
Gibe region from 1800 to 1825. Abba Gomol declared his
son Ibsa, his successor in power. The kingdom reached its
climax during the reign of Abba Bagibo
r.1825 –
1861(Lewis, 1965). According to informants officials and
ministers were ranked in high political positions by their
prefix name ‗Abba‘ which mean father or owner. The sons
of nobility and royal classes were also given a compound
name started with ‗Abba‘. Consequently, the following
position had been granted: such as Abba Mizan (minister of
trade), Abba Dula (war leader), Abba Kella (father of the
gate and defense), and Abba Koro (province governor), and
Abba Fugno (father of cord or village head). Assefa Jalata
mentioned in his book Oromia and Ethiopia, that the
administration system was organized via hierarchical order.
The moti (king) was at the top, followed by his council
(members of the royal family), lami (who negotiated and
signed treaties as messengers and ambassadors to
neighboring states), abba qoros (district governors) and
abba gandas (village administrators). The abba gandas
were village officials, who collected tribute, recruited
soldiers, guarded the border of the kingdom and
administered justice. Under abba gandas there were abba
funyos, who assisted tribute, arrested offenders, ordered
people for public work, collected taxes and served as
messengers or intermediaries between higher officials and
moti (king). The king from the land-owning warriors directly
or indirectly appointed all officials. Finally, at the bottom
were free farmers, tenants (qubsisa), artesian (ogeesa),
slaves and afkalas. Fair and equal treatment of the
subordinate society also prevailed during the kingdom of
Limmu Ennarya. Informants argued that during pick period
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of Limmu Ennarya state the justice administration was very
accessible to the society. The king ruled the society through
norms and values, religious principles and the traditional
ways of arbitration of the Oromo society. Cases of
conspiracy and serious crime went to the main palace of
the king for final judgment. Other cases were decided upon
when the king was on site visit to peripheral territories. After
investigations, those who were deemed criminals by the
king were punished, arrested and tortured (depending up
on their crime) at gindo, prison. But, political defenders of
the royal blood were neither punished nor tortured and were
instead exiled to surrounding kingdoms. The society was
classified into different labor divisions or classes like royal
family, soldiers and bodyguards, artisans, slaves, peasants,
tenants (qubsisa) and merchants. All these classes had the
legal obligation of serving the king. There was work division
among the society between skilled and unskilled. Skilled
workers engaged in activities based on their talents and
abilities whereas unskilled workers mainly performed
manual labor such as transportation, digging and material
production (Mohammed, 1994; Informants). Tenants
(qubsisa) mainly worked for the king. The king also owned
both male and female slaves. Male slaves were obliged to
look after the royal coffee whereas female slaves were
actively involved in the coffee collection during harvest time
and also engaged in the house hold activities of the royal
family. Slavery was widely exercised but after the
introduction of Islam, it became confined to the palace. The
well-to-do classes of the society like the soressa,
merchants and peasants paid taxes (bussi) in kind and in
salt bars (amole). The wealthy (soressa) classes paid five
times more than the peasants, sometimes even paying their
taxes in fattened oxen called Natafa (Ibid) Limmu Ennarya
began to play a role in long distance trade after the state
was established and Muslim merchants appeared. In the
mid of 19th century, slave trafficking was very considerable
in Hinnario [Ennarya] and under Muslim Oromo control. In
fact, Limmu Ennarya became an important center of market
and dominated and monopolized commerce in the Gibe
region up to 1847 (Warner Lange, 1982). Various factors
contributed to Limmu Ennarya‘s prominence in long
distance trade including the existence of extensive and
abundant natural forests, which resulted in the production of
incense, civet cats (musk), slaves, ivory and coffee, all of
which were highly demanded by internal and external
markets. Due to the abundant coffee forests, coffee
production was more developed in Limmu Ennarya than in
any other state. This meant Limmu Ennarya was the source
of coffee to the northern and Arabian markets. In the 19th
century, coffee was one of the dominant export items of
Limmu Ennarya. Slave trade was very considerable and
common in the market but in the second half of the 19 th
century, due to the introduction of Islam, the slave trade
and slavery decreased and were later abolished and
forbidden. There were only some slaves which were found
around the palace in order to serve the king. The policy of
the state towards merchants was respect and warm
encouragement that helped secure the long distance trade.
The border guards of Limmu Ennarya escorted merchants‘
propagation in to the states (Mohammed, 1994; Gadaa
Melbaa, 1988; Lange; 1982). Following the death of Abba
Bagibo, Abba Bulgu came to power but did not maintain the
previous fame of Limmu Ennarya. His son, Abba Bagibo
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II, finally succeeded him. Neighbors and powerful states of
the period challenged the independence and autonomy of
the kingdom. Finally, in 1891 the Shewan force led by Ras
Gobena incorporated Limmu Ennarya into their land. Later
it was divided into Limmu Kossa and Limmu Saka. The
districts of Kossa and Saka became separate administrative
units each with local rulers called balabbats. After the
occupation of Kaffa in 1897, Limmu and other areas of the
former Gibe state became part of the Kaffa administrative
region or Keffa Tekilay Gizat (governorate-general). Until
the Italian occupation, Kossa (Limmu Kossa) served as the
center of political administration of the region. Then, the
Italians shifted the political center to Jimma. After the Italian
occupation, in 1941 Kossa maintained its center of awraja
up to the declaration of new administration system in 1942,
which made the center of the administration Agaaro
(Laurent Bossolasco, 2009).

Map 1 Adminstrative regions of Ethiopia Before Italian
Occupation
Source: Wikipedia/administrative sub division of Ethiopia
The Italian occupation of Ethiopia (1936-1941) resulted in a
new administrative division. Africa Orientale Italiana (Italian
East Africa) was formed by combining the Ethiopian Empire
with its former Italian colonies of Eritrea and Italian
Somaliland. Africa Orientale Italiana comprised of six
autonomous units, namely Eritrea, Amhara, Showa and
Addis Ababa, Harar and Dire Dawa, Oromo, Sidamo
[Sidama] and Somalia, which consists of Ethiopian Somali
Region (Ogaden) and Italian Somaliland. The former Kaffa
teklay gizat administration was within the new Italian
administrative region of Oromo - Sidama with its
administrative center in Jimma town, which was termed by
Italians as ‗Pikolo Roma‘ [the Little Rome]. In 1942, the
imperial government announced a decree reorganizing the
empire into a new administrative system. The country was
divided into fourteen teqelay-gezats (governorate–
generals), one hundred three awrajas (provinces), five
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hundred and five Wärädas (districts) and nine hundred and
forty nine mikitel Wärädas (sub-districts). The purpose of
the new administrative division was to simplify the land
assessment and tax collection system and to control
various government agencies in the empire. Administrative
units were mostly created based on their historical
background. Different petty chiefs throughout the empire
were re-assigned to be governors of their respective areas
but without autonomous status Accordingly, Limmu awraja
was established in Kaffa teqelay-gezat (governorate–
general). Limmu awraja consisted of the districts of Limmu
Kossa, Limmu Saka, Gomma and Gera. Following the
decline of monarchial government and the rise of military
rule, a new administration system was established. The
former governorate-general or teklay gizat was abandoned
and replaced by kefle-häger (province). Consequently, the
kefle-häger was established. The former Limmu awraja and
its districts continued under Kaffa kefle-häger with its former
administrative headquarters in Jimma town. Limmu awraja
(sub-province) also continued with its former four districts
with Agaro town maintaining its center of that awraja‘s
administration (Dagm, 2016).

Overview of Limmu Kossa District
Limmu Kossa was another district within the former Limmu
awraja. Presently it is located in Jimma administrative zone
in Oromiya region. It is situated at 70 57‘ N latitudes and 360
53'E longitudes. The administrative center of the district,
Limmu Genet (formerly Suntu) is found 75 kilometers west
of Jimma town, and 426 kilometers south west of Addis
Ababa. The district is bounded by Chora Botor district in the
northeast, Mana district in the east, Tiro Afeta district in the
south, Gomma and Illu Aba Bora in the southwest and
Limmu Seka district in the northwest (Limmu Kossa Woreda
Comminication Office report, 1980). The total population of
the district is about 254, 911 according to 2005 census with
14,622 square kilometer land size. About 44 qäbällés are
found in the district. Rural people account for 92.18 percent
of the total population and the urban dwellers count for 7.82
percent (CSA, 2007). The district has an altitude ranging
from 1300 m to 2700 m above sea level. The average
annual rainfall is 1200mm to 2000mm. The daily range of
temperature is between 100C to 250C. The climatic
condition is wäyna-däga and däga. 39.7 percent of the land
is under forest coverage, 24.6 percent is under annual
crops, 20.3 percent is pastureland and 15.4 percent is
degraded land. Coffee is the dominant crop and covers
over 50 square kilometers of the district‘s land (Limmu
Kossa Woreda Agricultural and Rural Development Office
Report, 2015). Natural forests and manmade forests are
predominant in the district. Tiro Boter Becho (Chora Botor
district) and Babiya Folla (Limmu Kosa district) natural
forests are protected by the government and cover 93,822
hectares in ex-Limmu Kosa district. Chromic and Pellic
Vertisols, Orthic Acrisols and Dystric Nitosols are the major
soils found there. Wildlife include ape, antelope, lion,
panther, warthog, pig, civet cat and hippopotamus. In 2005,
about 34.9 percent, 20 percent and 39.7 percent of the
district area were respectively arable (24.6 percent under
cultivation), grazing and forest lands (including bush and
shrub). The most widely cultivated crops are maize,
sorghum, teff, finger millet, barley, horse bean and haricot
bean. Of course, coffee is also widely cultivated. It covers
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6,234.5 ha in current Chore Botor district whereas it covers
26,554.6 ha in current Limmu Kosa district (Bosolasco,
2009).

2. The History of Limmu Genet Town
Following the decline of Limmu Enarya kingdom, the central
army led by Nigus Weldegiorgis occupied the area and
stationed his army at the mountainous area called Kossa.
Consequently, the small garrison town of kossa was
founded and become the center of ennarya wereda
governorate. During the Italian occupation due to its military
strategic location, the Italian force stationed at kossa and
expanded to different directions. The Italians built a road
that connects Kossa across Seka to Nono. They also built a
radio and telegraph communication station at Kossa. The
aim of this station was to communicate with the Italian
military base in the country and Italian colonial
administration center at Addis Ababa. Taye Tekle was
renowned as translator in the station. Limmu Genet, which
was established in 1950, is found 421 km southwest of
Addis Ababa and 75 km northwest of Jimma town (its
former regional capital and the present zonal capital). The
town is 1750 m above sea level. The town is found off the
main road from Jimma to Agaro. Limmu Genet used to be
an awraja capital in 1980 and enjoyed a higher
administrative status before it was relegated to its present
status as a district capital.Dagm (2016) portrayed that
Limmu Genet flourished from the development of coffee
production and marketing in Limmu Kossa district and its
neighboring coffee growing areas. As studies show, coffee
plantations were introduced into Limmu Kossa district by
Ras Mäsfin, the former Governor General of Kaffa teklay
gizat (1946-1956). Mäsfin played a significant role in the
foundation and development of Limmu Genet town. For
example, he recommended the establishment of a branch
of the Commercial Bank of Ethiopia in Suntu. In 1950, Ras
Mäsfin changed the name of the town from Limmu Suntu to
Limmu Genet, which means ‗Limmu of the paradise.‘ This
was due to the wealth of the district in coffee and the
income generated for the well-to-do class of that time.
Limmu Genet flourished between Debelo and suntu Kebele
and the woreda was formerly named as Limmu Enarya
wereda governorate then Limmu Suntu wereda governorate
and finally took the present name of Limmu Kossa wereda.
Limmu Genet was bounded in the north by Jarso (Suntu), in
the south by Debelo, in the east by Suntu and in the west
by Mendera kebele. The total land area is about 120,000
sq.km. Before the Italian occupation in 1922 the land tenure
and administration in the district was mainly activated by
two higher officials called Hamsa aleqa Mohammed Juwar
and Negadras Wube. Other delegated local regent or
mislane and Melkegna respectively were Kegnazmach
Sada Beyan and Jobir Hussen. They facilitated the
collection of land taxes called asrat. The center of tax
collection was in Debelo. Before the foundation of Limmu
Genet, Limmu Kossa district‘s capital was Kossa and the
main market site was at a place called Chakao. This market
was set up on Kedir Abba Oli‘s land. In 1950, Ras Mäsfin
called the local qoros, landowners and religious fathers for
a ceremonial festivity at the plain field under a big tree
(warka) near Suntu qäbällé or near his temporal quarter in
Debelo. After a long discussion, Ras Mäsfin asked the
participants where they were gathered. They responded
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that they were at ‗Jänät‘ or ‗Genet,‘ which means paradise.
Consequently, Ras Mäsfin named the place Limmu Genet
and decided that it would be the future capital of the district.
He ordered the nobility in the surrounding areas to
contribute two Gaśas of land for the foundation of the town.
Mäsfin constructed three buildings for government offices:
the administration, court and police station. He built modern
houses, which served as hotels, shops, and residential
areas. The other officials and nobility built residential
houses and different service delivery houses in the newly
established town of Limmu Genet. This place was later
called Mäkuwanint Säfär, which means the living quarters
of nobility. Besides Ras Mäsfin, Qäńazmać Sada Beyan,
the vice governor of Limmu Kossa also helped develop
Limmu Genet until 1967.
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Debelo. This was transported by an Italian model truck or
lorry called ‗lancharo‘ by a Greek driver called ‗Richiyano‘
on the road built by Italians across seka by passing the
Gabenna Mountains.

Photo of Ras Mesfin Silashi’s office and residence (photo
by researcher in 2015)

Photograph of Qäńazmać Sada Beyan, the vice governor of
the district in 1950s and 1960s (photo from Mohammed
Hassen, informant)
Following the prosperity and expansion of coffee
plantations, officials like Ras mesfin Sileshi, Ras Bitweded
Minase Lema, Lij Abate mulat, Ras Abebe Aregay, Yilma
Dheresa, Colonel Tamirat Yigazu and others became
owners of coffee plantations in Limmu Kossa district. Ras
Mesfin played a pivotal role in the expansion of coffee
plantations in the district. Ras Mesfin made his quarters at
Debelo. He also built living quarters for laborers and coffee
stores. In 1951, Ras Mesfin transported cement and bricks
for the construction of cemented ground for coffee drying at

When Limmu Genet emerged as the center of the wereda,
the established offices for government administrative
structure were:
1. Limmu Kossa werda governorate office
2. Limmu Kossa werda governorate Police office
3. Limmu Kossa werda governorate Bejerond or gimjabet
office
4. Limmu Kossa werda governorate Land tenure office
5. Limmu Kossa werda governorate Development of
social life (hizbawi nuro idget)
6. Limmu Kossa werda governorate Court
As mentioned above, Ras Mesfin built the first wereda
administration office and other offices. For instance, the
present head office of the OPDO was governorate
administration center of the wereda. Ras Mesfin built the
wereda court and police station offices. The first police
office was built near mito ber living quarters and the court
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was built at the present place of Commercial Bank. The
prisoner camp or maremya bet was at the back of the court.
Prisoners were kept by werwari or nech lebash (trained
polices). Following the development of the town, the police
office was brought to the present place and the court to
mekuanint sefer.
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Kossa district and people in the national parliament called
the upper house or yehig mewesegna mikir bet. She played
a remarkable role in the development of Limmu Genet
town, especially, in regards to the installation of telephone
wires from Kossa to Limmu Genet since she supplied
finance for its installation. Limmu kossa was among the
most known districts of the awraja because of its strong
administration. Yitna Teklesillasie was the first district
governor after the establishment of the new administration
in 1942. Then Kegnazmach Tsegaye Abebe became
wereda governor and Terefe Andarge, Girazmach Getu
Ayele, Kebede Geleta, Aschalew Kebede, and Fitawrari
Birhanu Faris successively ruled the wereda.
Since its
foundation, the town was under a sub administration called
‗gimjabet‘ that consisted of only one kebele in the town. In
1980/81, a site surveyor came from Jimma town to set the
center of the town and to formulate two kebeles.
Accordingly, the area along ‗Limmu Genet hotel‘ across the
market became the boundary of the 01 and 02 kebeles. In
1981, based on the third national towns‘ standard and
election, Limmu Genet got a modern municipality
administration system and began to be ruled by a mayor or
kentiba. On June 30, 1981, people formally elected a
mayor. The first mayor of Limmu Genet town was
Mokonnen Ishete and his vice Belayneh Temesgen who
ruled from 1980 to 1985. This period showed a significant
change in the development of the town and the finance of
the municipality. In fact, the former governor of the

The first government office in the wereda (photo by
researcher in 2015)
The first Limmu kossa wereda administrator or governor
after the new administration structure was Yitna
Teklesilassie. Over the course of expansion of the town,
some people provided their land at the expense of the
development such as Sherif Abba Sombo, Damtew
Adugna, Shanko Mesfin and others. Until 1963, Limmu
Genet town administration was under gimjabet or wereda
bejerond or ministry of finance (genzeb Minister). The
wereda governor was kegnazmach Tsegaye Seifu and
Sirtsu Habtewelde was governer of wereda genzeb minister
and gimjabet. In 1963, the administration of the town came
under mazegajabet or the municipality led by ketema shum.
This was founded under Proclamation number
119/3/1955E.C.[1963G.C], which stipulates the foundation
of towns in Ethiopia. The town has started to generate
income from market taxes. The first officials of the town
were Kinfe, Daniel Weldegiorgis, Sefu Cheko, Bashu
Busher and Lema Adugn who ruled the mazegajabet until
1974 or the break out of the revolution. The town played a
prominent role in the parliamentary elections held in 1967.
Representatives who were nominated for the district and
the town were balanbaras Damtew Adugna, Getachew
kebede and Rabiya Abdulkadir. Balanbaras Damtew and
Getachew had played a significant role in the opening of the
Jimma - Limmu road. Rabiya Abdulkadir was born in Limmu
Kosa district in Charo and Gubacho kebele. She was
married and mother of two children. She decided to
continue her education, which she had stopped because of
marriage. She graduated with a diploma in law and became
lawyer in Addis Ababa. Rabiya was renowned as the first
female lawyer in Ethiopia. Rabiya also represented Limmu

gimijabet, Lema Adugna had accumulated high revenue,
which had been used for new mayors‘ source of capital for
the development of the town. The first elected head and
mayor of the municipality office, Mokonnen Eshete and
Belayneh Temesgen had made some important reforms
and resolutions with the residents of the town. Some of
these were purchasing one lorry, a milling machine, a
Nissan truck for office service, a public lukanda for both
kebeles, and in 1983-84, a four-block public house for high
school teachers for a total cost of 52,000 birr. He also
purchased a Kindergarten for both kebeles, abattoir (kera),
and built interior roads and water disposal canals in the
town. The town got a master plan in 1981 after the National
Carta Organization (NCO) took a photo by air and did a
cartographic analysis. The current municipal office was also
built during the leadership of Mokonnen. This office
contains eight classes and cost 68,275 birr. The second
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mayor, Kedir Abba Fita and Gobena Supha (1986-1990),
built an additional 12 rooms for the municipality office, a
public library for both kebeles, and opened a public
pharmacy called kenema pharmacy. In this period, Limmu
Genet High School was constructed. In 1984, six classes
for Limmu Genet high school were built to open grade 9
and 10 but grade 7 and 8 had already been opened in
1980. Grade 9 and 10 started in 1988. In 1989, grade 11
was opened and in 1990, the school sat students for grade
12th national examination, or ESLCE. (Photo from
municipality archive center) Kedir Abba Fita while making
speech, 1988(Photo from municipality archive center)
The third mayor and period of the municipality was from
1991 to 1994. This time was during the transition from the
Derg regime to the transitional government. It was reported
that the development of the town was declining bad
administration was wide spreads a result, a number of
officials of the municipality were frequently replaced. The
fourth period was from 1995 to 1997. This marked the
revival of the development of the town. Based on the new
reforms of investment policy and free market, some
changes were witnessed in the town and district.
Accordingly, a number of investors were engaged in coffee
marketing as far as export level and whole sealer
merchants were freely participating in market as well as the
development of the town.
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connected by rural roads: Keta – Boter – Bage –Mecha –
Tenebo – Cimmee – Gejjo – Suntu – Jarso and others. In
1963, a trail connecting Genet to Welkite was useable by
trucks in the dry season. The municipality constructed
roads in the town by the mobilization of the community.
These roads are still serving the community and are
maintained or repaired every year. The municipality has
shown change each year, especially, in 2008 when the
standardized and second outlet road to Jimma across
mekuanint sefer was opened for service.

2.1. Socio-economic aspects of the town
In the 1950s and 1960s coffee production and marketing
improved and most of the residents of the districts were
able to improve their economic situations. Limmu Genet
became an important economic center in the district and for
the neighboring districts as well. Following the rise of coffee
as an important cash crop, some infrastructure like roads,
coffee hulling centers, banks, schools and different services
like hotels and shops were rapidly built. This period was
high time for Limmu Kossa district in general and Limmu
Genet town specifically.
Road and Transportation
The former road was built by Italians to connect Jimma to
Kossa (former administrative center of Limmu Kossa), then
Seka, the capital of Limmu Seka. People of the district
traveled to Agaro and Jimma via this road. However, in
1959, people of the wereda mobilized by Yitna Teklessilasie
who was the wereda governorate, manually made a road
from Genet to Jimma with wooden bridge along the rivers.
This road was shorter than the former road. In 1967, in
order to bypass Limmu Genet by gravel weather road, the
Jimma - Suntu (75kms) road was constructed by the
Highway Authority and the good will of Däjjazmać Tsehay
Inkusillasie, the Governor- General of Kaffa region.
Residents of the town and district played an indispensable
role in the development of infrastructure. For instance, in
1969 the Limmu Kossa Peasant Association that was
centered at Limmu Genet town bought a glider, dozer and
Land Rover truck for development activity. However,
following the 1974 revolution and the nationalization decree
they became the property of the Ethiopian Road Authority
Jimma branch. In regards to interior roads, by the effort of
Kegnazmach Sada and the community, roads that
connected Limmu Genet to adjacent areas and kebeles
were constructed. For instance, the following areas were

Photo of town’s road maintenance and repairs, in1986
(Photo from municipality archive center)
The first modern public transportation was started by two
Land rover trucks. They started their journeys in opposite
directions from Jimma and Limmu Genet town, taking
almost a full day to travel. Some people who owned trucks
(Land rovers) in the town were Kegnazmach Sada Beyan,
Abba Milki Bicho, Bekele T/Giorgis, Muluneh Tekleweld,
Ato Aga, and Ato Emito. Following the increasing number of
cars and high fuel demand of the society, Yifru Tsega built
a Shell fuel station in the town in 1966. The station provided
service until the early 1980s. Gosaye Feyisa built the
second fuel station in the town, called Total, in 1997. This
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station served the town until 2002. Through the years,
transportation services have increased. Today, both public
and cargo cars are common in the town, especially, big
trucks that transport the area‘s agricultural products like
coffee. The public transportation station or menahrya was
located in the center of the town locally termed as
adebabay (square). This was not large enough or suitable
for the residents so in 2015 the municipality of the town
moved the former market place, called ye gebeya meda, to
the bus station, called menahrya. The town has had crosscountry bus service from Limmu Genet to Addis Ababa
since 2008.

Limmu Genet bus station (Photo by the researcher in 2015)
Bank service
The Commercial Bank of Ethiopia Suntu Branch began
service in its own building in 1973. However, the service
had actually started in the late 1950s by the commitment
and good will of Ras Mäsfin in applying for the head office
of Commercial bank of Ethiopia. In the late 1950s the CBE
at Suntu branch started its service by renting Telila Molle‘s
house. The first manager of the bank was Tesfaye Tefera.
This activated the marketing of coffee and other transaction
business in Limmu Genet and neighboring districts.

Commercial Bank of Ethiopia Limmu Genet branch (Photo
by researcher in 2015)
Limmu Genet the center of commerce and source of coffee
marketing that goes to the national and international
markets. This has created high transaction of money into
and outside the town. Consequently, different money
institutions were opened in the town at different times. For
instance, Oromia Cooperative Bank, Dashen Bank and
Oromia International Bank are serving the community.
Corporative Bank of Oromia at Limmu Genet Branch,
started service on July 26, 2014. As of April 21, 2016 the
total number of customers of the bank is about 2,000 and
loan customers are about 20. The transaction of money in a
week is about 1 million birr. The bank has employed about
12 permanent workers.
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Cooperative bank of Oromia at Limmu Genet Branch(Photo
by researcher in 2015)
Oromia International Bank at Limmu Kossa branch started
service on August 20, 2014. The bank has 1,050 customers
and 14 workers. The total money transaction in a week is
between 11 million birr and 45 million birr.
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Dashen Bank at Limmu Genet branch (Photo by researcher
in 2015)
Telecom service
Telephone service was introduced to the town in the late
1960s by Rabiya Abdulkadir, the wereda‘s representative in
the parliament. She was also remembered as the first
female lawyer in Ethiopia. The first service code number up
to the ninth were under the control of Arab merchants. The
first three merchants were Abdulmola, Mehayib and Seid
Ahmed. Local people who had service codes from tenth to
twelfth were Bekele Teklegiorgis, Kassa Merech and
Bogale Tesema. Modern digital telephone service was
introduced in the town in 1998.The mobile telephone
service was also introduced in 2012.
ETV / EBC transmission service
Limmu Genet residents frequently requested the Ethiopia
Radio and Television office, currently the Ethiopian
Broadcasting Corporation, for television transmission
coverage. The town got ETV/EBC transmission access in
2010. In fact, people had started using the satellite dish
service a long time before. The EBC transmission branch in
Limmu Genet has ten permanent workers.

Oromia International Bank Limmu Kossa (Genet)
branch(Photo by researcher in 2015)
Dashen bank at Limmu Genet branch started service on
January 23, 2015. As of 21 April 2016, 1,400 customers
have been registered to get service. The bank has created
permanent job opportunities for fifteen workers.
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1978, Limmu Genet‘s pure water supply administration
office was opened. The office was under the mandate of the
municipality office. The office provided service for more
than four thousand residents of the town. In order to
alleviate the water supply problem, two water-pumping
generators were bought. Eight additional common water
pipes, called bono, were built. As of 1988, 102 houses or
households got in-door water supply and installation.
However, after 1991 the office became independent and
was renamed Limmu Genet Town Water and Disposal
Authority. Following the construction of new sources or
supplies of water and due to the organization of the new
management, enough water was supplied to the residents
without serious problems until 1998, at which time rapid
population growth and high water demand resulted in a
shortage of water supply. As a result a new water supply
project began in 2014. High population growth was the
main factor for this water shortage but the municipality and
the community tried to overcome this problem.
For
instance, the community contributed a huge amount of
money and with an Italian fund, constructed a sustainable
pure water supply source that delivered 24 hours water
service for the residents of the town since 2014.

Limmu Genet town water supply project

TV transmission satellite in Limmu Genet (Photo by
researcher in 2015)
Pure water supply
Pure water supply for the town became available in 1970 by
the building of three water sources, made possible by the
contributions of the people and the commitment of the
administration. From 1976 to 1980, the municipality built
eight water bono and water pipes for the residences. In
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Generator installed by Mr. Ojens with underground wire
installation (photo by researcher in 2015)

Limmu Genet town water supply and disposal office (photo
by researcher in 2015)
Electricity installation and supply
Mr. Ojens, an American citizen who had served as farm
manager at Cheleleki Americans Coffee Farm Association,
played a prominent role in the introduction of electricity in
the town. After he stopped working in Cheleleki farm he
came to Limmu Genet and started an electric service
business by installing an underground electric cable and
poles across the town. As a result, 500 households had
limited time electric service. The service provided four
hours of electricity from 12:00 PM to 4:00 PM local time.
Following coming of the Derg regime Mr. Ojens‘s property
was nationalized and came under the control of the
municipality. Mr. Ojens left the country in 1978 because
socialist principles of Derg claimed western citizens as
imperialists and spies of capitalist nations. After a while, the
service stopped because of technical problems with the
generator. This forced the municipality to buy a generator to
supply electricity to the residences of the town.

The fist generator installed by the manucipality (photo by
researcher in 2015)
The municipality installed several generators to fulfill the
increasing electricity demand of the residents. These
generators were installed in the center of the town at
gedam sefer.
Hotel and Motel Service
The first modern hotel was opened in 1963 by Bekele
Teklegiorgis. It had a restaurant that served soft drinks and
alcohol and had black and white TVs. Other prominent
hotels also opened including Debub Mi‘irab hotel in 1970 by
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weyzero Abozenech Werkineh, Alemitu hotel by the wife of
Mr. Ojens in 1972; Tikur Anbesa by Muluneh Tekleweld,
and Shuferoch by Ejigayehu Dejene in 1968. kassa mirech
Tejbet (warka tej bet) and Telila folle (Abba Zergaw) tej bets
were well known.
Expansion of modern education
In 1958, Limmu Genet Elementary school opened with the
first cycle of students ( grades 1 to 4). This marked the
beginning of the first modern education in Limmu Genet
town. In 1956, the second cycle education (grades 5 to 8)
opened.
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to open a preparatory school on the same compound as the
high school. It was renamed Limmu Genet Secondary and
Preparatory School. The schools serve not only the
residents of the town and the wereda but also the adjacent
wereda, including Chora Botor, Limmu Seka, and Nono
Benja. Graduates of the school are serving the country in
different professions.

Limmu Genet Secondary school (photo by researcher in
2015)

Limmu Genet elementary school, the first modern education
school in the district and town (photo by researcher in 2015)
Education services expanded especially with the beginning
of the Development with Cooperation Campaign by the
Derg regime, affecting high schools, colleges, and
universities in the country. This office opened in Shegole
near Limmu Genet. Accordingly, schools opened in Limmu
Genet, Ambuye, Babu and other areas of the district. In
addition, non-formal education through adult literacy
expanded in the town and district. In 1984, six classrooms
were built at Limmu Genet High School to open grades 9
and 10. Grades 7 and 8 were already opened earlier in
1980. Grades 9 and 10 started in 1987. In 1989, grade 11
opened and in 1982 the school sat students for grade the
12th national examination, or ESLCE.Based on the new
educational curriculum that was set up in 2000, secondary
school education was divided into high school (grades 9 to
10) and preparatory school (grades 11 to 12). In this regard,
the wereda and the town did not have access to
preparatory school until the request of the people, in 2003,

This school has shown a tremendous change in respect to
maintaining and assuring the quality of education,
expansion of educational services and facilities as well as
the community‘s participation. For example, to alleviate the
class room shortage, lack of a library and ICT room, and
other problems, the school administration, the parent
teacher association under the chairman of the mayor of the
municipality, and the community have built the largest
library amongst Jimma zone high schools which was
opened in 2013. To manage the increasing number of
students, additional classrooms have been built every year,
although the problem has not yet been solved. Therefore,
with great effort from the school and the community,
Horizon Coffee Plantation Enterprise fully sponsored the
construction of a modern standardized preparatory school
in separate place in the town. The school costs more than
16 million birr and now construction is nearly finished.
Technic and Vocational Education
Limmu Genet Technic and Vocational school was opened
in 2008 based on the new educational curriculum in order to
produce competent and technologically advanced citizens.
The college was initially established as technical school to
serve the four weredas of Limmu Kossa, Limmu Seka,
Chora Botor and Nono Benja. It started with 100 trainees
from Limmu Genet Secondary and Preparatory school. In
2008, the school, community and wereda hosted bazaar
and telethon to raise funds for the construction of the
technical school building. Consequently, in 2009, the TVT
got its own building and compound near Gibe River. The
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Limmu Genet TVT School stands on 14 hectares of land. In
2015, Limmu Genet TVT transformed into a college and
was termed Limmu Genet TVT College. The college has
889 trainees from level I to level IV. There are about 12
departments that are run by 34 teachers and 17 supportive
staff, totaling 51 workers in the college. Therefore, the
college has been producing educated individuals and
minimizing the rate of unemployed citizens by equipping
them with skills that can allow them to get an income. As a
result, several students who were trained there have
worked for micro enterprises and generated income.
Health Service coverage
The first public clinic opened in 1966 at present Metasebya
hotel area or the former 02 kebele. Terefe Andarge, wereda
governorate, played an important role in the opening of the
clinic. Modern health services started during the imperial
period. However, the public pharmacy started late in 1986
with four employees including health officer, an accountant,
a cashier and a guard. With the development of the town
and the increase in population, the demand of the
community for health care and facilities also rapidly
increased. Accordingly, Limmu Genet Health Care Center
opened in 1980 to fulfill these demands. The center
provided services for all four weredas. Now, the health care
center has a total of 30 workers and gives services to 12
kebeles of the wereda. The other health centers recently
built in eight kebeles are under the control, support and
supervision of Limmu Genet Health Care Center. People of
the wereda and town requested that the regional
government open a district hospital in Limmu Genet. Limmu
Genet served as the center for the four weredas.
Consequently, the corner stone for the foundation of Limmu
Genet hospital was set up in 2002. The hospital started its
work with 64 employees as a district hospital. After its
establishment, the hospital expanded in regards of
buildings, equipment, skilled human power, and modern
facilities.

Limmu Genet Hospital (photo by researcher in 2015)
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Today, the hospital has 191 employees, including eight
medical doctors, one dentist, four surgeons and many
technical and supportive employees. The hospital gives
service to 250 to 300 patients per month and more than
3,600 patients per a year. The hospital started doing minor
surgical treatments in2001 and now even takes some high
level surgical cases which can take up to four hours.
Besides physical health treatment, other treatments like
psychotherapy and 24-hour bed rest treatment have been
given by the hospital. Limmu Genet Hospital is known for
applying a good work model and having good experiences.
The hospital has does consultancy, monitoring and followup program about community health practices with the four
weredas and health extension workers and health officials
gain knowledge and skills through training and experience
sharing every three months. In this regard, Limmu Genet
Hospital got an award in 2011 at the regional and federal
level and the previous medical director of Limmu Genet
Hospital, Dr. Amir, is now deputy minister of the Federal
Ministry of Health has played an indispensable role with
strong staff team spirit. In the last four years, the hospital
has expanded by building an additional ward or patient‘s
rest area, an ART block, a waiting area, and an ICU. The
hospital also works with Jimma University, Mizan and Tepi
University, Metu University and Jimma Medical College.
From these universities, every year up to 54 health students
conduct a team-training program in the hospital. The
hospital serves not only as an important health center but
also as an educational center. The hospital and the town
residents are working to transform the hospital in zonal
hospital and to open a medical school in the near future.

2.2. Economic aspects of the town
Trade activity
The trade activity during and post Italian period until the rise
of new political administration structure in1942, the buying
and selling of market items was conducted by Italian Lire
and Maria Theresa silver coin. These medium of exchange
or currencies. This currency was not easily available for
marketing activity. Therefore, people also used the barter
system or exchanging good by good. Most of the merchants
were from Shewa, Kaffa, Gumuz (who came from the west
coast), Dawro, Omo, Yem, Gomma and Gumma. There
were also merchants called as ‗Posta‘, who came for one or
two months and simultaneously served as messengers by
sending letters and messages from the center (menagesh)
to peripheral subordinate administration and people along
the trade routes. The most common trade items brought by
merchants were gold, abujedi or taqa cloth, salt bar
(amole), guns, and bullets. Since 1954, different foreign
merchants came to Genet. Among the Yemenis and Arab
origin merchants were Sheik Mohammed Nur Hassen,
sheik Yasin, Shurmani, Wubeshi, Ahmed Kelid, Usman,
Abdulmola Jabit, and Seid Ahmed. Italian merchants like
Antonio and Tadese Birru. In addition, the American Biss
company came for coffee marketing. Local merchants were
Abba Mecha, Abba Dedu, Abba Simel Redi, Daba
Mumicha, Sheik Awol Abba Wari and Abba Mecha Abba
Dura. Before the foundation of Limmu Genet town, the most
important center of market was in Kossa, but in 1950 it
shifted to Dembi near Chakao. Following the expansion and
growth of Limmu Genet, the market was brought into the
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center of the town called ‗gebeya meda‘. The market was
held on a fixed day, on Monday until the first five years of
Derg. In 1978, the Derg regime shifted market day to
Saturday because Monday was a workday. Thursday
became a second market day or small market day, called
‗qocci‘ by locals. Saturday, Monday and Thursday have
continued to be fixed market days with Saturday being the
biggest. Limmu Genet is mainly a coffee collecting and
service center and the main source of livelihood for its
dwellers has been trade and coffee processing. Coffee
collecting, cleaning and exporting were the main function of
the town. Retail business was also an important activity in
the town. Most of the retail enterprises were privately
owned and sources of their loans were relatives. The
customers are town‘s dwellers and the surrounding farmers.
Many sold items were imported from outside the region.
Business was entirely run by family labor and by employing
one or two workers. Limmu Genet plays a very significant
role in supplying farmers with consumable goods. The main
reason for the need for consumable goods could be the fact
that the towns in the area are relatively isolated and there
are no major towns within a short distance. In 1988, there
were number of public shops in the town and the total
capital of these shops was about 181,000 birr. In order to
accommodate the demand for accessible commodities, in
1977 the municipality opened a public shop in the town. In
1982, following the division of the kebele into two, two
public shops were established. Accordingly, 01 kebele
public shop was founded with 27, 648.20 birr capital and
after six years the capital reached 108,499.48 birr.
Similarly, 02-kebele public shop was also founded with
27,648.20 birr and in 1988 the total capital reached
75,127.65 birr.
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From1974 to 1987, various big projects and development
activities were performed. The following table shows the
role of the municipality and the people of the town in this
regard.
Table 2: Development projects (1974 – 1987)
Name of the development
project
Kenema pharmacy
Abattoir(Kera )service
Water source building
Purchase of Lorry truck
Nisan service truck
Public latrine construction
Site Survey machine
Milling machine with other
equipment
Two Water pumping machine
Electric generator
16 public house construction
Municipal office construction

Total expense in birr
30,000
6,000
2,850
91,297.11
36.000
3,500
8,000
30,000
258,298.42
43,882.28
54,400
52,275

Source: municipality of Limmu Genet town archive center.

Limmu Genet Municipality’s Source of Income
Until the decline of the Derg, the main source income of the
town‘s administration was land tax, tariff tax, custom tax,
market tax, municipality lorry rent, milling machine, and
water and electricity service rent. The municipality has had
a progressive income since 1974 due to the abolition of
feudal dominance, which gave privilege to paying very low
taxes. The following table shows the total income of the
municipality and expenses paid for the development of the
town.

In addition to the above-mentioned projects, in 1988 the
municipality started five big projects. These were
construction of a two-block house that contains four classes
costing 32,000 birr, public bathing or shower rooms with
five rooms costing 20,000 birr, an electric generator for
100,000 birr, a pepper or berbere or pepper milling
machine for 10,000 birr and the construction of a road in the
town for 10,000 birr. As many residents of the town have
mentioned, Limmu Genet has had little progress since its
foundation in terms of its proximity to markets and potential
of currency circulation. However, these people earn high
profits from the town and its periphery, becoming extremely
economically prosperous, while they simultaneously exploit
the resources without contributing anything to the
development of Limmu Genet. Most live in Addis Ababa
and other big towns across the country. From its foundation
to the present period, the people and the town have gone
through monarchial military and democratic leadership
systems. Even though the town was founded 66 years ago,
the town is still in an infant stage of development. The
following table shows archives and data obtained by the
municipality about the development scheme of the town.

Table 1: Income and expenses of Limmu Genet town from
1974 to 1987

Table 3: Institutions and public service centers under
government control in 1988

Year
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987

Income in birr
46,443.65
26,524.51
49,062.86
70,108.11
82,841.55
131,631.45
173361.47
173,719.86
223,020.63
155,852.25
251,410.86
152807.30
174,974.81
235,727.97

Expenses in birr
112,280.65
29,695.73
18,678.06
168,547.26
146,092.22
131,895.39
83,703.82
149,076.19
146,704.38
112,596.60
205,640.75
308,395.00
162,714.58
187,230.56

Source: municipality of Limmu Genet town archive center

Name of service

Quantity

Public shop
Public pharmacy
Lukanda
Bread shop
Miling machine
Hulling machine
Electric generator
Water pumping generator
Cemented water source
Stationery
Public hall
Craft association
Skilled association
Public house
Public office

2
1
2
1
1
3
1
2
1
1
2
2
2
52
11

Source: municipality of Limmu Genet town archive center
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Table 4: Institutions under private ownership
Name of service
Tea house
Tej bet
Restaurant
Hotel
Bread shop
Shell fuel station
Textile shop
Coffee merchants
Clock and radio maintaining
center
Clothes shop or butic
Retailer shop
Lukanda
Milling machine
Hulling machine

Quantity
8
45
5
19
3
1
3
35
2
12
41
10
4
3

Source: municipality of Limmu Genet town archive center
Coffee and Limmu Genet
Dagm A. (2016) has revealed the production and marketing
of coffee in Limmu Genet town and its environment that
coffee has been growing in popularity throughout the rest of
the world but it was originated and started its first journey
from Ethiopia. Coffee was not a cultivated crop in Ethiopia
until the early 20th century. But, in the southwestern region
and among the early people of Limmu, the coffee bean had
been used as a medicine, stimulant, and sometimes as a
diet for caravan merchants before this period. Over time,
various traditional medicines were mixed with coffee and
used. People with flu, malaria and the common cold began
to add pepper to the coffee as a remedy. It was believed
that, the increase in body temperature after consuming the
mixture would heal the disease. To make this, coffee is
roasted without peeling the cover. The coffee grain is mixed
with butter to be eaten. In addition, pepper and butter are
mixed together in order to be consumed. Consequently,
people are accustomed to the coffee cherry and even used
the leaves of the plant when it was not possible to get the
coffee beans, even before the beginning of coffee
production in and around the Limmu area. Forest coffee
was used for consumption by society and for the local
trade, especially in the Gibe region. Shifeaw Bekele (1995)
indicated that in the 19th century coffee was one of the
dominant exportable products of Limmu Ennarya state or
the present Limmu Kossa province, as a coffee growing
area and source of coffee export, became economically
vital in 1910. After the completion of the Addis Ababa Djibouti railway, coffee export increased because of the
reduction of transportation costs. By 1925, production in the
southwestern region dramatically surpassed that of Harar,
which had been in the lead until then. The main
destinations were Middle Eastern countries. Studies show
that prior to the 1920s, the bulk of Ethiopian coffee had
been consumed locally. From this time on, on the other
hand, the volume of coffee export increased and the
industry began playing a unique role in the national
economy of the country. At this time, actors other than the
farmers and traders emerged and started to play significant
roles in the coffee economy. They circulated samples of
various coffees coming from different areas in their
handkerchiefs to the exporters and domestic traders. As a
result, Limmu Genet become one of the most well-known
coffee market centers. Market facilities greatly influence the
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marketing system of certain commodities in Limmu Genet,
particularly, coffee. Among all market facilities,
transportation networks play one of the most considerable
roles in the flow of coffee from the suppliers to the
consumers. Coffee is very sensitive in this regard and
requires careful handling. It can be damaged from delays or
while being transported or moved to market areas. There
was some interaction between the small market and the big
market centers so coffee growers were forced to make use
of pack animals as a means of transportation to reach
there. They traveled long distances with a small quantity of
goods, taking a relatively long time. Besides the time and
effort of using animals as a means of transportation, this
would decrease the quantity of coffee that could be
delivered to the market because coffee on animals was
loaded and unloaded several times, often damaging it. The
fact that much of this transport was done on the backs of
pack animals implies that it would take a long time before
the coffee reached the market. Therefore, the unavailability
of marketing facilities like transportation greatly affected
local coffee growers. There was a clear need for suitable
roads and a modern transportation system. Accordingly,
people made efforts to construct roads early on. The lack of
an organized marketing system during the previous regimes
(Imperial and the Derg) challenged the development of
coffee production and marketing. A marketing system was
the mediator between the production and consumption
centers. However, in Limmu Genet and its surroundings,
the problem of the arrangement of the marketing system
caused an undesirable effect on both the quality and
quantity of the yield. The unorganized system of marketing
at the farm gate challenged production from flowing to the
market center on time. This caused not only the
deterioration of the coffee beans‘ quality but may also have
encouraged the development of the black market. To
overcome problems related with the marketing process, the
coffee marketing and controlling office was opened in
Limmu Genet town under the Ministry of Coffee and Tea
Development (MoCTD). This body had the mandate of
looking after coffee marketing activities and all other
activities before and after harvesting. They gave awareness
and feedback and took corrective measures if coffee
merchants at any level violated some regulations. A coffee
marketing center was established in the town to facilitate
the process of marketing. Since coffee plantations were
lucrative, its marketing attracted the attention of many
government officials and landowners who wanted to own
land in Limmu and its adjacent areas. Dagm (2016) showed
in his study, in the early 1950s senior government officials
like Däjjazmać Mäsfin Siläshi, Yilma Deressa, and Colonel
Tammirat Yigezu requested coffee land in Limmu awrajas.
Colonel Tamirat in particular requested to buy 20 Gaśas of
government land for coffee production in Limmu but the
Crown Prince, Asfawosen made Colonel Tamirat the
governor of Kaffa region in June 1955 in place of Däjjazmać
Mäsfin Siläshi and granted him 5 Gaśas of land in Limmu.
The following high government officers and locals had
coffee plantations in Limmu and the adjacent areas: Yilma
Deressa (Vice Minister of Finance in the 1940s), Colonel
Tamirat Yigazu (Governor of Kaffa region), Däjjazmać
Yohannes Girmaye (Governor of Limmu awraja in the late
1950s), Däjjazmać Kifle Dadi (Governor of Limmu in the
1960s), Dr. Minasie Lämma, Fit. Gäbrä Kiristos Mäkonnen,
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General Assäfa Ayana, Qäńazmać Siläshi Zärfu, General
Därässe Dubale, Ato Kädir Ebba, Major Mussié Megersa,
Fitawrari Tadässe Inqu Silassie (Governor of Limmu awraja
in the early 1970s and later arrested by the Derg on 3
September 1974 after having been in hiding in the
countryside for a couple of months), Fitawrarit Abba Gäro
Abba Käbe, Qäńazmać Sada Bäyan (right hand man of Ras
Mäsfin), Girazmach Abba Bulgu Abba Digo, Girazmach
Abba Bulgu Abba Bora, Sultan Abba Jobir Abba Dula, Ato
Tilahun Sässaba, Teklemariam Kassahun, Mähäri Endale,
Mäsfin Bälätä, and others. Some of them lived in Jimma
and others in Addis Ababa. According to informants and
archival sources the above mentioned high government
officials and local administrators followed the footsteps of
Ras Mäsfin Siläshi, his family, Lej Abatä and Fitawrari
Gäbrä Kristos. Yilma Deresa owned farms in Mito and
Gundub (Mito Gundub), now under Suntu coffee plantation,
Dr. Minase Läma owned in Tenebo and Gejib, now under
Suntu coffee plantation, Ato kädir Eba was a famous land
owner who had coffee plantations in Kossa and Gaallee
(following the land proclamation some of his coffee
plantation become part of Kossa state coffee farm and the
rest was distributed to peasants), Tilahun Säsaba, the
agricultural expert of Lej Abatä and who also owned his
own modern coffee farm at a place called Gejjo which was
later divided and given to peasants, Fitawrari Abba Gäro
Abba käbe owned a coffee plantation in Kossa, later it was
divided and given to peasants; Täklemariam Kassahun
owned a coffee plantation in Kossa which later became part
of Kossa state farm; and Mähäri Indale owned a coffee
plantation in Gummer which is now under Gummer coffee
plantation enterprise. Qäńazmać Sada‘s coffee plantation
was in Debelo and his temporary living quarters were on
the way to Debelo, now in Limmu Genet near the district
court. Grazmač Abba Bulgu Abba Digo was the local Abba
qoro of Ambuye and another local, Abba qoro of Alge Ilfata,
owned a coffee plantation, both in their respective areas.
After the land reform they were divided and distributed to
peasants. Following the end of the imperial regime in 1974,
the new government, called the Provisional Military
Government, proclaimed that every landowner‘s land would
be under the control and administration of the National
Resource Development. Thus, coffee planters lost the right
of property ownership. They were not even allowed to
collect the yield from their plantations. The proclamation of
―Land to the Tiller‘ finalized the issue of private large scale
coffee plantations and land holding until the coming of
liberalization through investment in the early 1990s.
According to Bebeka wood utilization and Coffee Plantation
Development Project Study (1980), before the land reform,
there were no government or state coffee farms in the
country. Yet, after the change, the government took fifty to
sixty coffee plantations of about 12,000 hectares of land. All
medium plantations were given to peasant associations
except for the big nine, which became state farms in the
southwest. These plantations were Bebeka, Gomma I,
Gomma II, Kossa, Suntu, Gummar, Olmea, Tepi and
Gololcha. Out of these, Kossa, Suntu and Gummar are
found in Limmu Kossa district and Gomma I and Gomma II
are found in Gomma district.102 In 1979, the Coffee
Plantation and Development Corporation was set up in
collaboration with the Limmu Coffee plantations of Kossa,
Suntu, Gomma I, Gomma II and Gumma. Bebeka and
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Teppi Coffee Plantations had 20,000 hectares of land, of
which about 18,000 hectares was occupied by coffee. The
Limmu Coffee Plantation Corporation development was set
up in the same year under the newly organized Ministry of
Coffee and Tea Development (MoCTD). It consisted of
Gomma I, Gomma II, Kossa, Suntu and Gummar with 7,320
hectares covered by coffee. After 5 years, in 1984 the
corporation received Cheleleki farm with 1,430 hectares of
land for crop production in order to supply food to the
laborers. The existence of the three big coffee plantation
under Limmu Coffee Plantation Enterprise in Limmu Kossa
district has made Limmu Genet town and its surroundings a
coffee center but it didn‘t contribute to the development of
the town until 1991. After the decline of the Derg or
proclamation of liberal policy in 1992, private coffee
plantation investments were given significant attention.
Accordingly, private investors also became involved in the
development of the town socially, economically and
politically. For instance, in the process of modernizing the
town, some individuals have recently started building a
multi-level building along the main road. Limmu coffee
which is exported abroad has a high value because of its
taste and aroma. Even some coffee shops and cafes use
the local name where Limmu coffee come from, such as
Ennarya coffee, Ennarya café, Limmu café, Genet coffee,
and Kossa café.

2.3. Social aspects of the town
Demographic distribution
The town‘s population has increased over time because of
factors like rural to urban migration, internal and external
seasonal labor migration and high need of skilled man
power due to the development of public services and
expansion of public institutions like the hospital, TVT
College, preparatory school, high school, and banks.
According to data obtained from the municipality, in1988
the total population of the town was about 7,012. Among
this, males made up 3,153 and females 3,859. Ninety-eight
percent of the population of the town was engaged in trade
and trade activities. The remaining two percent were based
in government and other work. Besides being known as a
commercial center, the town was also known for its
composition of nations and nationalities and peoples. The
1994 the national census showed that the five largest ethnic
groups reported in the district were the Oromo (80.94
percent), Amhara (11.33 percent), Dawuro (1.61 percent),
Kafficho (1.02 percent), and Tigre (1.01 percent). The latter
three ethnic groups constituted 4.09 percent of the
population. According to the 1994 census report the town
had a total population of 6,729 of whom 3,288 were male
and 3,441 were female. Based on figures from the Central
Statistical Agency in 2005, Limmu Genet had an estimated
total population of 12,037 of whom 6,063 were male and
5,974 were female. To cope with the fast growing
population of the town, the municipality has been working to
alleviate the shortage of public shelters in provision of land
based on legal prescription, which pave the way for the
residents to build their own homes. In addition, the
municipality has built different public houses with its own
capital. For instance, in 1988 there were about 943
residential houses, of this 485 were under kebele
ownership and 458 private properties. To alleviate the
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shortage of houses for residence the town municipality built
52 public or communal houses called ‗kuteba betoch‘.
Foreigners in Limmu Genet
Limmu Genet town was also a residence for people who
came from foreign countries, especially from Yemen and
Arab nations. They were engaged in trade activities in the
town and most were merchants who owned whole sale
shops for marketing of coffee. Americans had farms under
the name of American Coffee Farm Association or Ye
America buna tekil Mehaber in Cheleleki, 35 km away from
Jimma. The presence of this farm in the district meant
foreigners came to Limmu Genet during the weekends. Biss
Company also participated in marketing activities in the
town by purchasing red coffee beans and selling gas, salt,
sugar and other commodities. Yifru Tsega was the head
manager of Biss Company at the Limmu Genet branch. The
company ceased its activity and left the town in 1967.
Swedish citizens who were stationed at Tolay agriculture
center also visited Limmu Genet town repeatedly in the
1950s and 1960s until the rise of the Derg regime that
changed the agriculture center into a military camp.

‘The green’ football team in 1979 (photo from municipality
archive center)

Public domestic peace
The community of Limmu Genet is very strong in
maintaining their domestic peace and security being
organized in their living quarters up to the town level. Every
person has the responsibility of looking after the stability of
his surroundings. This keen participation of the community
is evidenced by the peaceful situation of the town up to the
present. People taking training for maintaining domestic
peace in 1982(photo from municipality archive center)
Besides the domestic peace issue, the community also
actively participates in making their living area more
suitable for life by cleaning the trash and keeping the
environment clean and healthy. In fact, the health center of
the town has also played an important role in respect to
sanitation.

Sport games and activities
The residents of Limmu Genet are known for being social
and accepting differences. For social occasions like
mourning, weddings, holy days and other festivities, the
residents support each other. Many people who came to
Limmu Genet from other areas of the country remain in
Limmu Genet and spent their lifetime as permanent
residents. Many people who come for a short time haven a
spouse from Limmu Genet. Sport is an important way to
create solidarity amongst the people. For instance, in the
1960s and 1970s sport was very much liked by the
community. There were a lot of volleyball and football clubs
in the town. The wereda had a very good team in the
aweraja and won different cups. Among the prominent
clubs in 1970s, the green team or arenguade budin was
renow
Residences of the town in sanitation campaign in
1977(photo from municipality archive center)
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[3]. ______________. 1980. Bebeka wood utilization
and coffee plantation development project study.
[4]. ______________. 1984. National estimation for
coffee Land and production studies result, the first
level report, planning and program directives.
Addis Ababa.
Theses and Dissertations
[5]. Dagm Alemayehu.2016. ―A History of coffee
Production and Marketing in Limmu Awraja (1900 –
1991).‖ MA Thesis (Jimma University. History).
[6]. Guluma Gemeda .1984. ‖Gomma and Limmu: The
Process of State Formation among the Oromo in
the Gibe Region (1750-1889)‖, MA Thesis (A.A.U,
History)
[7]. Yonas Seifu. 2002. ―A Historical survey of Jimma
town (1938-1974).‖ MA Thesis (Addis Ababa
University. History).

Conclusion
As it has been discussed in detail in this study, Limmu
Genet is one of the earliest towns founded in Ethiopia,
about eight decades ago. It was also well known as a
source of coffee production and marketing throughout the
imperial and the Derg regime continuing even in the current
democratic government. However, the town did not show
socio economic development compared to other towns in
the country. This was due to a number of factors related to
the absence of good governance and lack of commitment.
After strong popular discussion and studies on the
strengths and weaknesses of the previous period, the
municipality and the residents of the town became
determined to transform the town into a modern and
competent town. Therefore, Limmu Genet has started the
renaissance activities at a fast pace. Some of the prominent
activities performed recently are the purchasing of a glider
truck for the development of roads in the town and to
interconnect Limmu Genet town with the countryside via a
weather road. Other important developments are the
construction of water disposal canals along roads and
bridges, the process of asphalting the main road of the
town, assuring a sustainable water supply for the residents
of the town, and the construction of some modern buildings
up to ground four floors.

Published Documents
1. Agreements, Decrees, Newspaper,
Proceedings and Book Chapters
[8]. Addis Reporter, Jan. 1970 p 22-23.
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List of Oral Informants
No

Name

Age

Place of interview

Date of interview

1

Awäl Abba Wari (Sheik)

84

Limmu Genet

22/03/2016

2

Ayäle Täfära (Ato)

72

Limmu Genet

17/03/2016

3

Caala Arfasa (Obbo)

65

Limmu Genet

17/04/2016

4

Melaku Addis(Ato)

69

5

Mohammednur Hussen (Obbo)

76

Limmu Genet

22/03/2016

6

Mulugeta Hailämäskäl (Ato)

53

Limmu Genet

03/06/2016

7

Sälämon Gonfa(Ato)

52

Limmu Genet

03/06/2016

8

Tibäbu Gälätaw(Ato)

76

Limmu Genet

17/03/216

9

Alemayehu Belew

74

Limmu Genet

18/04/2016

10

Belayneh Temesgen

72

Limmu Genet

16/03/2016

11

Bezabih Belayneh

82

Limmu Genet

19/03/2016

12

Alemu wase

69

Limmu Genet

24/03/2016

Limmu Genet

22/03/2016

Remark
Coffee merchant since 1950s to
early 1990s as well owns coffee
plantation in Limmu Kossa district.
The administrative staff of Lej
Abatä Mulat farm later Suntu state
farm 1965-1996
He was chairman of Peasant
cooperative of Gannet, in Limmu
kossa 1980-1986
Coffee merchant since the late
1960s to present; as well owns
coffee plantation and store in
Limmu Kossa district.
He is the grandson of Qäńazmać
Sada Bäyan, served at different
offices in Limmu Kossa district for
more than four decades.
He was grown in Agaro town. Now
teacher at Limmu Genet Secondary
school.
He was born and grown in Agaro
town. Now teacher at Limmu Genet
Secondary school.
He served as administrator of
Suntu state farm from 1970-1983
He has served at different
government‘s position as official
and public servant.
He has served as teacher, wereda
administrator, educational expert,
mayor…
He has served at different
government office as public
servants for more than fifty years in
the town.
He has served at different state
coffee plantations in the wereda.
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