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Blogging - An Efficient Tool To Incorporate 
Technology And Reading Skills 

 
Hethesia D & Dr. S. Mercy Gnana Gandhi 

 
Abstract: Comprehension skill is one of the columns within the demonstration of reading. At a point, when an individual reads content, he engages 
himself in the complex array of cognitive process of learning. Awareness, understanding and ability are used simultaneously to recognize or create 
significance from the text. Though words and contents can be perceived, students may not know what is certainly read. Figuring out how to comprehend 

the content is basic for students, to be fruitful in careers. As there is a rapid development in the innovations on science and technology, there is always a 
need to incorporate such innovative technologies into the language classroom, to advance the scholastic accomplishment among the student 
community. This paper explores an access to a blog, which is utilized to help in improving the ability of reading comprehension skills and the outcome 

encourages even the instructors to advance practical progress of teaching, which ensures the rapid changes become accessible by the students at least 
once in a day. On this novelty of using blogs in the classroom, students naturally take an interest in developing the inspiration on reading that builds 
motivation and strengthens their learning.  

 
Index Terms: blogs, technology, skills, students, classroom, learning  

——————————      —————————— 

 

1 INTRODUCTION   
he arrangement of new instructive framework for the 

development of skills is being commonly observed in the 
department of education as the student‘s community marches 
towards the Global Technology. Thus, the instructive 
hypothesis regards to education is liable to responsive 
changes, which suggest executing assertive acclimations to 
innovative teaching,  that satisfy the contemporary needs. The 
advancement of technology has become essential in the 
process of education to promote efficiency. 21st Century 
learners have already grown up with digital technology 
(Prensky, 2001) and encompassed by innovation and media 
who have an access to information from the Internet 
anywhere, anytime who has an ability to collaborate and make 
them to be contributed to technology constantly. They were 
naturally introduced to this modern world, showing a scope of 
functional and critical thinking skills identified with technology, 
information and media. As there has been a paradigm shift in 
teaching methodology over the last century, from conventional 
method to contextual engagement level in the language 
classroom, building reading comprehension skills based on 
ICTs has become a challenging task, which is totally 
embedded in this age of information. Since students grow up 
with developing technology, they become familiar with devices 
such as mobile phone, computer, tablet, i-pod etc. This 
innovation results in making the students to think no longer on 
getting any information, as they have had in the past. Instead, 
they tend to be collaborative and connected learners.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moreover, these innovations contribute student‘s intellectual 
cognition in and out of the classroom. Similarly the blogs, one 
of the contextual learning processes have the potential of 
being beneficial to the young learners‘, pave way for 
personalized reading practice, which they need anytime and 
anywhere. With such an advent of technology, the ways of 
reading skills have tremendously changed using images, 
audio files and videos by participating in various forms of 
online discussions and virtual communities that build their own 
online identification.  

 
2   LITERATURE REVIEW  
The new innovative social blogs in the form of blogging, 
Facebook, Whatsapp and various online groups excite the 
language teachers, in looking up the analysis of students‘ 
learning. Thus, the learning process is now being engaged 
fundamentally.  Four main topics were addressed in the 
research, such as: reading and comprehension skills, 21st 
century learners and technology, constructed learning of 
blogging and its authentic experiences. Reading is most likely 
undeniable that the language teachers hold about the idea of 
its frame, with a deal of improving comprehension strategies. 
Understanding the level of content is called as Reading 
comprehension which comes from the interaction between the 
words that are written, and how they trigger knowledge outside 
the text/message. Reading becomes more acute when 
introduced to technology based blogs. Increase in time, effort 
and the amount of reading, if learners are encouraged in both 
intrinsic and extrinsic factor. As Richard Steele says ―Reading 
is to the mind what exercise is to the body‖. Reading skills act 
as an aid to the human learning. It is an intuitive procedure in 
which interaction happens between the reader and the writer 
(Brunan W.K 1989). According to Anderson (1985) ―Reading is 
the way toward making importance from written text which 
needs the agreement of a great deal of related sources of 
information‖. Comprehension, the effective technique of 
reading hoke up with interpretation from text (Durkin, 1993). 
The mental representation of reading interpretation goes with 
a standard awareness and it is the outcome of reading 
comprehension. (Johnson-Laird,1983). Individual remediation 
and positive comments can be given to the student by the 
direct observation by an educator. This strategy provides a 
model of fluent reading and helps students learn decoding 
skills by offering positive feedback and Provides direct 
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opportunities for a teacher to observe students, and offer 
individual remediation. Many researches on effective 
pedagogical reading development were studied by adding the 
enhancement of metacognition among the students (Hodge, 
1993).  During the process of investigation, it was observed 
that the skills were improved with certain factors associated 
with reading skills and academics (Cox, Friesner, & Khayum, 
2003) paves way for reading, in both formal and informal 
setting (Lipinski, 2000) with respect to the acquired content. 
Informal reading is more appealing than the formal one, which 
need not  be regulated by the teacher. Instead, it can be 
accessed by the student at any given time. On the other hand, 
a small assessment has been done for students, observing 
their interests on using digital media, for enhancing reading 
comprehension skills (Edyburn, 2007). A remarkable interest 
was gained by EFL educators to teach blogging as a new 
approach for the classroom activity. Learners‘ excellent way of 
innovative communication through social media enhances 
reading comprehension skills, boosting self-confidence 
(Lamonica, 2010). Students‘ engagement in the classroom is a 
mind blogging wonder which can be depicted in the level of 
students, associated with classroom exercises and activities 
(Chapman, 2003; Natriello, 1984). Even it is viewed as a 
dependable indicator of student‘s execution in various controls 
(Bred Schneider, 1993; Dukelow, 1993; Finn and Cox, 1992). 
This is accomplished by looking at students‘ execution on blog 
and paper assignments. A blog posting task was consolidated 
into the class educational programs and the students were 
approached to present their assignments through blogs and  
also in paper form, in the course of a semester. Henceforth, 
the motivation behind this paper is to implement technology 
through the utilization of blogs on enhancing reading skills 
among students. 

 
3 BACKGROUND  
Blogging is one among the ways of communication, through 
technology. As Larson and Marsh (2005) said, ―Blogging acts 
as a communicative tool that characterizes an individual from 
a changing network of students, wherein learning develops‖. 
From this viewpoint, a move from the conventional 
educator/teacher focused classroom to learner –focused 
classroom is identified. This technology oriented development 
has offered a rise to new types of communication, using 
computers, mobile phones, i-pods and tablets. Despite the fact 
that digital media (blogs in this case) is progressively being 
utilized in educational environment, a research has explored 
the effect of blogs on students‘ commitment on enhancing 
reading skills. Educators make academic blogging, effective in 
classroom assignments, while it is processed for questioning, 
answering, sharing, discussing and thinking. (Merchant,2005; 
McGrail & Davis, 2011). According to Guzzetti and Gamboa 
(2005) ―Online communications, particularly web based 
journaling, carries out a feeling of network to students. This 
feeling of network can be felt inside the classroom, where the 
students are restricted to take assignments, beyond the 
anxiety of criticism. Expression and communication from the 
students can be brought by the technical assets. At this point, 
students are capable at perusing and composing that are not 
constantly found in the conventional classroom. The present 
work concerns on blogs and blogging as a method for 
advancing composition among students. Students have a 
genuine, more extensive group of spectators through blog 
postings.  

 
4.  SCOPE 
Students must not be delicate to manners because of 
extensive audience, in which they are going to communicate 
through blogs. More prominent consideration must be given to 
the contents, if the message is to be comprehended by a 
worldwide crowd. Challenges with communicating oneself 
could offer rise to false impressions. The instructor and 
students are never against the main two sources, from whom 
to procure or look for learning and criticism. Friends and other 
individuals from the blogging network have equivalent access 
and criticism. Cassidy (2008) describes the students are 
provided with the expression of thoughts to the entire world. 
Thus, the classroom is becoming revolutionized on the usage 
of blogs, where the postings can be responded immediately. 
Students‘ blogs can be responded quickly by the educators, by 
giving suggestions. This is not possible in regular paper 
assessment.  Another favourable position of blogs is the 
correspondence afford to guardians empowering them to be 
associated with their children‘s classroom. They can see class 
assignments, just as read their postings, maybe increasing 
new bits of knowledge about their posterity. The blog can fill in 
as a characteristic composition portfolio, unmistakably 
showing reading skills improvement as the year advances. 
Huffaker predicts  a couple of focal points offered by the 
blogging medium, proposing that bloggers can assemble new 
stories to elucidate and after that change/react to each other's 
work and add comments to shared class readings. Similarly 
blogs can be used to feature chosen works and commitments 
and to focus on the content and documentation of finished 
assignments. Yet, in addition, it permits ‗conventional‘ 
structures to be customized by evolving designs, different 
aspects and so forth. Numerous people and various 
associations really utilize the blog ‗worldview‘, to drive their 
whole web nearness by blending static website pages, with 
blog type pages. Likewise, a huge wrap of extra highlights or 
‗modules‘ that can be added to the blog, regardless of whether 
it is social media like a Twitter feed or tag clouds photo 
viewers and many more. 

 
5   WHY USE BLOGS? 
Blogs are an exceptional strategy to start reading, examining 
and remarking for the classroom condition. The successive 
association of the blog urges readers to update themselves  
with an incredible component in conveying the current trends. 
Fisher (2006) and Davis (2009) comments, ―When students 
have individual blogs, they have made and characterized a 
feeling of personality and independence for themselves. 
Having an outlet to communicate with others is imperative for 
developing confidence.‖ It makes the students to consider 
themselves to be creators for an accurate reason. Starting with 
one blog then onto the following and this interlinking can 
engage learning systems to be formed. Likewise, other social 
networks like Facebook can be facilitated with the blog to give 
quickness in reading that can support further collaboration. 
According to Davis and McGrail (2009), Blogs developed a 
feeling of personality in the students‘ community. It is obvious 
that students‘ characters have the option to come through in 
their blog composing, which is intrinsic to their success and 
satisfaction in the exercises. Even teachers have been looking 
at the chance to utilize blogs to help students, to reflect 
personal ideas to gather educating assets, to impress students 
tasks, or to set up corresponding channels among educators 
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and students. Blogs are furthermore commonly utilized as 
reflective learning, where students can aggregate thoughts, 
accumulate information and even sort out that information into 
computerized portfolios. It has a specific dimension with 
communal system that is coordinated with current innovation 
(Aukerman2007) from teacher to learner- centered learning. 

 
6   BLOGGING: IT’S EFFECT ON READING 

COMPREHENSION 
The present day  classroom has been transformed from 
traditional to advanced classroom, paved way for technology 
and innovation to be dynamic in helping students. Poling 
(2005) characterizes "Instructive blogging as students 
application upgrades correspondence and cognizance that  
gives a capacity on understanding the educational modules" 
(375-376). As per Barone and Wright (2008) few educators 
may even analyze with previous type of assignments bounded 
with paper and pencil. New originations always incorporate 
showing signs of change on reading by internet approach. As 
Boling indicates, students are outfitted with group of 
connections during the process of learning, while the 
instructors make blogs. With their peer group as their group of 
audience, learners started to pick up certainty about their 
perspectives on the world and were eager to decipher points 
of view introduced by their peer. Mercy Gnana Gandhi (2018) 
centers the requirement for Internet openness to make writing 
and speaking tasks for students utilizing PC asset, since World 
Wide Web contains a great many pages we can use to deliver 
reading errands. Structuring reading tasks by utilizing any CD-
ROM reference book or program that contains hypertext is a 
system to be learnt by each student and staff. In order to 
choose growing reading ability through blogs, a progression of 
assignments were coordinated, to be exhibited by techniques 
for blogs and papers. My disclosures showed quantifiable 
increase in students‘ scores on their responses through blogs, 
similarly as with paper assignments. Indeed, even there was a 
conspicuous increase in students‘ inspiration, during the 
process of blogging. Even this observation enhances 
instructors to proceed in the direction of pedagogical progress. 

 
7  BLOGGING : AN AUTHENTIC EXPERIENCE 
It was found that Blogging assignments helped the students to 
see the evaluation of their learning experiences. According to 
Fisher, students are contended while using their own blogs, 
which paves way for identity and freedom. This kind of outlet 
becomes essential for students‘ community to become great 
readers. According to the views of Levin and Wadmany 
(2006), after an interview with students found that they felt 
learning with information technologies as an authentic learning 
encounters their success and comprehension. Similarly, the 
students could fabricate their personal acknowledgement, 
while posting on their own blogs. The learners were authentic 
in their diverse prompts which were practiced individually, to 
have a personality in the classroom. 

 
8   CLASSROOM PRACTICE: READING 
This exploration practice for designing students inspired the 
chance to respond for the article named ―What is your opinion 
on the legalization of marijuana?‖. They were then dispensed 
a blogging gathering, which was brought into the procedure of 
first year of Engineering students at Panimalar Institute of 
Technology, affiliated to Anna University. Texts ought to be 

carefully selected, based on their reading abilities. Authentic 
text was chosen and students read and blogged with 
comments, while some others gave on the paper based. The 
content to construct students' reading skills comprises an 
article "WHAT IS MARIJUANA?", distributed in ―Foundation for 
Drug-free world‖. In this task, students were asked to make a 
brief synopsis from the article in four or five sentences. 
Besides, the information is essential to comprehend. Students 
sum the task utilizing the answers given by the teacher. 

 
8   RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
This study was conducted at  Panimalar Institute of Technology, 
affiliated to Anna University, located in Chennai. First year 
Engineering students were made to use blogs as an assignment 
for extended learning. Based on their experimental study and 
usage of blogs, a survey was conducted to the participants after 
the trial learning. This questionnaire comprises ten close-ended 
questions. I The students were asked to give their feedback on 
this trial learning of blogging and reading. 
 
Table: 1 Students’ Questionnaire on learning of blogging and 

reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Around fifteen first year students from three different branches 
of Engineering were asked to give their views on blogging. The 
results were analyzed and tabulated. 

 
Table 1. Results of the students’ views on blogging (I B.E 

Computer Science and Engineering) 
 

S.NO Name of the Students Yes No 

1. Pavithra Romanand 7 3 

2. Christine Mathews 6 4 

3. Niveditha 7 3 

4. Janani 6 4 

5. Jerish Carol 8 5 

6. Nandhini 9 1 

7. Melo Daisy 7 3 

8. Malavika Rajendiran 6 6 

9. Ramya Sri 6 4 

10. Priya  8 5 

11. Sai Prabha 7 3 

12. Mothika 8 2 

13. Malavika. 6 5 
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14. Venu 9 1 

15. Lavanya 6 4 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig:1 Questionnaire Results (CSE) 

 
Table 2. Results of the students’ views on blogging  

(I B.E Mechanical Engineering) 
 

S.NO Name of the Students Yes No 

1. Ganesh Kumar K R 8 4 

2. Girider S 6 5 

3. Jaiprakash V 6 4 

4. Hanishkishore V 7 3 

5. Kubendiran S 7 3 

6. Marvin Mukunth S 8 2 

7. Lokeshramanan R 4 6 

8. Kannan  8 2 

9. Hemachandru K 7 4 

10. Kabilan K 7 3 

11. Keerthivasan K 8 3 

12. Keshav Kumar A 8 2 

13. Kishor A 7 3 

14. Jasper Samuel J 8 2 

15. Jaya Surya G S 9 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig:2 Questionnaire Results (MECH) 

 
Table 3. Results of the students’ views on blogging  

(I B.Tech Information Technology) 
S.NO Name of the Students Yes No 

1. Varsha E 5 5 

2. Nivetha P 6 4 

3. Rhythana R 8 2 

4. Soorya S 8 2 

5. Karkuzhali B 7 3 

6. Meenakshi G 6 4 

7. Swetha R 5 5 

8. Aishwarya N 8 2 

9. Khyathy V 9 2 

10. Akkshaya S 7 3 

11. Akshaya S 6 4 

12. Divya G 5 5 

13. Gurumutharasi G 6 4 

14. Iswarya M 8 2 

15. Jenifer Sinthamani B 8 2 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig:3 Questionnaire Results (IT) 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig:4 

Consolidated views on Blogging - Yes Responses  
(CSE, MECH & IT) 

 
 
Secondly, the blog postings of students are observed, 
analyzed and tabulated. The students were encouraged to 
read the blog post which was assigned for the classroom 
assignment, they were asked to revert with the response 
according to their comprehension level. Based on the 
perceptions made with respect to students‘ interests in the 
usage of blogs, their postings were analysed and tabulated 
according to their level of understanding. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 4.  Results of Students’ Level of Comprehension (I B.E 
Computer Science and Engineering) 

 

S.NO Name of the Students 
Comprehensive 

level 

1. Pavithra Romanand 7 



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF SCIENTIFIC & TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH VOLUME 9, ISSUE 01, JANUARY 2020       ISSN 2277-8616 

1537 
IJSTR©2020 

www.ijstr.org 

2. Christine Mathews 8 

3. Niveditha 7 

4. Janani 7 

5. Jerish Carol 8 

6. Nandhini 9 

7. Melo Daisy 7 

8. Malavika Rajendiran 8 

9. Ramya sri 6 

10. Priya  8 

11. Sai Prabha 7 

12. Mothika 6 

13. Malavika 5 

14. Venu 8 

15. Lavanya 6 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig: 5 Results of Students’ Level of Comprehension (CSE) 

 
Table 5. Results of Students’ Level of Comprehension (I B.E 

Mechanical Engineering) 

S.NO Name of the Students 
Comprehensive 

level 

1. Ganesh Kumar K R 7 

2. Girider S 8 

3. Jaiprakash V 7 

4. Hanishkishore V 8 

5. Kubendiran S 8 

6. Marvin Mukunth S 6 

7. Lokeshramanan R 6 

8. Kannan  7 

9. Hemachandru K 8 

10. Kabilan K 9 

11. Keerthivasan K 6 

12. Keshav Kumar A 5 

13. Kishor A 6 

14. Jasper Samuel J 7 

15. Jaya Surya G S 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig: 6  Results of Students’ Level of Comprehension (Mech) 

 

 
Table 6. Results of Students’ Level of Comprehension 

(Information Technology) 
 

S.NO Name of the Students 
Comprehensive 

level 

1. Varsha E 8 

2. Nivetha P 7 

3. Rhythana R 9 

4. Soorya S 6 

5. Karkuzhali B 8 

6. Meenakshi G 5 

7. Swetha R 9 

8. Aishwarya N 8 

9. Khyathy V 6 

10. Akkshaya S 8 

11. Akshaya S 6 

12. Divya G 8 

13. Gurumutharasi G 7 

14. Iswarya M 7 

15. Jenifer Sinthamani B 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig: 7 Results of Students’ Level of Comprehension (IT) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig:8  Consolidated Results of Students’ Level of 

Comprehension in blogging 
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8   METHOD 
Amid this examination, students were observed on their 
entries to their own blogs and the posted responses in the 
reader‘s blogs over the span of the task. Students ‟ Readers" 
Blogs were examined as a proof of commitment and 
collaboration among peer groups. The nature of posts by 
every participant was taken into consideration. It was searched 
that the students were retorted on their comments. By that 
some pages were added for discussion, where feedback could 
be posted on concerning unequivocal subject. Student‘s 
activities on blogs were watched and contrasted it with that of 
earlier readers‘ reactions that were not into blogs (paper 
based). While comparing both, the commitment level of 
students in reading was completely based on examining at the 
quantity of posted comments, the assignments‘ authenticity, 
and interactive communication of peers that they posted on. 
Finally it was convinced the students delight and esteem that 
they felt the blogs had in the experience of learning. 
 
8.1   DATA COLLECTION 
Two types of data collection were utilized in this examination. 
One was student‘s questionnaire. The reason for the 
questionnaire is to comprehend their recognitions in regards to 
the advantages of various parts of blogging inside their class 
room guidance and their reader‘s reaction. The inquiries were 
composed according to the suggestions given by the students 
openly. They had decided to complete the assignment 
bounded with blogs and paper based for their complete 
expression. The members had the option to get to and 
complete the questionnaire. Another type of data collection 
includes perceptions made with respect to the student‘s posts 
in the page of discussion. Throughout the period of the 
examination, each member became responsible for their 
responses to the given prompt. 
 
8. 2   DATA ANALYSIS 
Various actions were adopted to organise the information. The 
examination was gathered. To start with, the majority of my 
observation notes were transcribed and made a few 
duplicates. The notes were observed to review during the 
process of examination. Followed by the students posts were 
taken for analyzing during the study. Then the blogs were  
investigated what the students used and analyzed the 
participant‘s responses inside and out, concentrating on their 
feedbacks, comments and looked at it on the reactions they 
had before and after using the blog. After the data was 
collected, it was organized according to the category. Reading 
and looking through the blogs, the data was categorised under 
common thread which was highly dependable with literature 
review.  

 
9   RESULTS & DISCUSSION 
During the period of study, the students from various 
departments experienced huge advancement in procurement, 
creating language and informative ability. It demonstrates that 
the exploratory learning succeeded, as it had been normal by 
far most of students, who took an extraordinary enthusiasm for 
new types of learning, communicated their eagerness to be 
occupied with a differed independence. The proficiency of the 
blog can be considered as a part of an additional asset for 
language teaching and it was done with paper and blogging 
learning frames of consolidated results and performance of 

CSE, ECE & MECH  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Fig: 9 – Consolidated  Positive Results of Questionnaire & 

Comprehensive Level (In Percentage) 
 
Fig. 9 The bar graph implies the percentage of the students, 
based on the responses given on the benefits of using 
blogging and the Perceptions made with respect to their post. 
The x-axis shows the number of departments participated and 
y-axis shows the percentage of the responses. The 
department of Computer Science & Engineering rated 70.67% 
and the level of comprehension is 71.33%. Mechanical 
department responded with 72% positively on the usage of 
blogging and the comprehension level is 69.33.Finally 
Information Technology department gave 68% for Yes 
Responses and the level of understanding is 72%.  Thus the 
report shows those Students who blogged noted in input that 
they valued the remarks of friends; it made them feel less 
separated when contrasted and the other. It likewise helped 
them in peers networking. 

 
10   FINDINGS 
After watchful examination and investigation of the gathered 
information, few themes have arisen. These subjects were 
found reliably all through the information and exhibit the 
advantages of blogging in the activity of reading. The subjects 
incorporate student‘s inspiration; blogging reinforces reading 
skills and creates an authentic learning experience. The 
discoveries demonstrated that specific parts of understanding 
expanded over the length of the investigation when the blog 
was used related to guidance. This data is essential to me, as 
an educator, it reaffirms that blogging isn't just a charming 
action for students, yet it additionally reinforces reading 
abilities. As an instructor, I need to ensure that the students 
are encouraged in reading skills and in this manner, it 
enhances their expertise levels in every academic area.  
 

11   CONCLUSION 
Blogging in the classroom is exceedingly powerful approach to 
support reading comprehension using technology and web 
tools. Even in the midst of good outcome on using blogs for 
enhancing these skills, there are a few confinements to my 
research. To be noted, the apportioned time for the 
examination was negligible which constrained the perceptions 
and any further chances to move in the direction of supporting 
skills. All through the examination, students were encouraged 
to use technology in 21st century classroom for its authenticity.  
While educators are searching way for motivating learners to 
read effectively in the classroom, blogging gives a positive 
method to make this experience authentic. Student 
engagement, communication and collaboration are deeply 
involved while bringing out proficient reading skills in 
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classroom as well. In this age of information, blogging must be 
embraced to expose the students towards reading 
comprehension skills for their better learning and for better 
future.  
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