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Abstract: The creativity of children will be able to grow whether the school can provide space for creativity. Child-friendly schools are school concepts
that give protect students from violence, discrimination and unnatural treatments. It provides assurance and fulfill the rights of students such giving
students space for creativity. This research was conducted at SD Negeri 109 Palembang. This study aimed at determining how the school provides
creativity space to students through child friendly school’s program. This research was descriptive qualitative, which investigate how to give creativity
room to student in a child friendly school’s program. The instruments of collecting data were interview, documentation, and observation. The results
obtained indicate that the school provided space for students’ creativity through learning strategy and school’s environment approach. Based on this
program, the students at SD Negeri 109 Palembang have been able to show their creativity attitude through problem solving while in learning activities
and outside learning activities. Child-friendly schools should ensure every student's opportunity to enjoy his/her rights in education without discrimination
based on disability, gender, ethnicity, religion, type of intelligence, and parental background. Child-friendly schools should also consider safe, clean and
healthy school situations, caring and cultured, living environment, respect the rights and protection of students from violence, discrimination and other
unfair treatment, and ensure the participation of students in planning, policy, learning, supervision, and complaint mechanism related to the fulfillment of
rights and protection of students in education.
Index Terms: Creativity Room, Friendly School’s Program, Primary School.
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1 Introduction
THIS article is based on the results of a survey by the
Indonesian Education Sector Survey Report, which states that
education in Indonesia still emphasizes on mere routine and
rote skills (Juliantine, 2009). Then, Pusitaningtyas (2016)
suggests that what has been developed through education
today is the ability to think linear, exact and logical. Left
hemispheric brain functions such as linear, exact, rational and
reasoning skills are under great pressure in educational
practices. While the right hemisphere of the brain which
concerns the ability of holistic thinking, imaginative, intuitive
and creative still get less attention (Pusitaningtyas, 2016). The
formal education system in Indonesia in general is still focused
on the cognitive sphere and provide less opportunities for the
development of creativity. In fact, education has a role and
strategic function in order to produce the children's creativity,
as the sound of Law Republic of Indonesia No. 20 of 2003 on
National Education System Article 3, which states that “the
purpose of national education is to develop the ability and
shaping the character and civilization of the nation in order to
educate the life of the nation, aims for the development of
potential learners in order to become a man of faith and piety
towards God Almighty, noble, healthy, knowledgeable,
capable, creative, independent and become a democratic and
responsible citizen”. Saparahayuningsih (2010) argued that
the purpose of education in general is to provide an
environment that allows students to develop intelligence,
creativity, skills and life skills what is needed by society and
able to plunge in society both as individual and social. In the
past, people craved that the success of a person is on
intelligence. But now it is realized that the determination of
success is not only intelligence but creativity and achievement
motivation (struggle) (Saparahayuningsih, 2010). The results
of Torrance (1959) showed that creativity and intelligence
determine the achievement of school and other achievements.
The implication for education is that student’s achievement in
school or achievement of any person need to be developed by
the intelligence and creativity. Palaniappan (2006) argues that
creativity is very important to be developed, because the
creativity can improve academic achievement. This means
that the improvement of students’ achievement cannot only be

done through educational process strategy tend to intelligence
but also through learning strategy tend to creativity
(Saparahayuningsih, 2010). Urgency of creative thinking
capability contained in Law No. 19 of 2005 on National
Education Standards Article 19 paragraph 1 that “the learning
process in the educational unit held interactively, inspiration,
fun, challenging, and motivate learners to participate actively,
and provide sufficient space for initiative, creativity and
independence in accordance with the talent, interests and
physical and psychological development of learners”. Then
Mulyasa (2009) argued that the low ability of creative thinking
resulted to the difficulty of students on solving problems.
Based on the report of Minh (2015) the creativity was defined
as the discovery or creation of a new idea that has never
existed before. Creativity also means all the unique productive
endeavors of the individual. So, the world of creativity
education is very important in understanding a lesson or
meaning of all activities that will be done. That's why the
development of creativity should be done from an early age or
from primary school (SD) (Budiarti, 2015). Child creativity will
grow if the school can provide that creativity space. In the
concept of friendly school’s program, the educational
institutions are not only demanded to provide protection to
students from violence, discrimination, and other unnatural
treatment, but the school must also be able to provide
guarantees, meet, respect the rights of students including
giving space for students to creativity in education. To provide
space for creativity to children, an open school concept is
required and trying to apply learning that takes the
psychological development of their students. Muchsin, et al
(2010) suggests that from the pattern of child-friendly
education, it will bear children who are not only intelligent
intellectual, but also intelligent conscience. Intellectual
intelligence alone only makes the students like robots, so that
this intellectual intelligence needs to be harmonized with the
silence of his conscience. Utari (2016) argues that the
principle of child-friendly schooling is to make students'
interests and needs a primary consideration in defining every
decision and action taken by educational managers and
providers. Aqib (2008) suggests that child-friendly school
models prejudice both children, teachers are aware of the
different potentials of all learners, it to give students the
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opportunity to choose activities that suit their interests
(Kristanto, Khasanah and Karmila, 2011). In this case childfriendly education not only focuses on the implementation of
learning process that nullifies the practice of repressive style
to the students, but also to every policy of the educational
manager that makes him lose his fundamental rights as the
subject of education. Child Friendly Schools should respect
the rights of students when expressing their views on
everything, especially about science, technology, art, and
culture, so the students feel comfortable and fun in the
learning process at school (Utari, 2016). In addition, childfriendly schools should ensure every student's opportunity to
enjoy his/her rights in education without discrimination based
on disability, gender, ethnicity, religion, type of intelligence, and
parental background. Child-friendly schools should also
consider safe, clean and healthy school situations, caring and
cultured, living environment, respect the rights and protection
of students from violence, discrimination and other unfair
treatment, and ensure the participation of students in planning,
policy, learning, supervision, and complaint mechanism related
to the fulfillment of rights and protection of students in
education (Iskandar, 2015). SD Negeri 109 Palembang is a
school institution that has redesigned its school planning into a
child-friendly school. It is manifested with various supporting
indicators, such as Vision & Mission, extracurricular program,
teachers’ training related to learning, playing facilities, talent
interest and various other supporting indicators. In the learning
system at SD Negeri 109 Palembang requires all teachers to
have a fun teaching ability by using Active, Innovative,
Creative, Effective, and Exciting Learning system. This is done
to produce the fun teaching and learning activities and the
students do not feel bored. Thus, the lessons taught can be
easily accepted by the students. Likewise with the school
environment at SD Negeri 109 Palembang designed in such a
way as to provide space and stimulate the creativity of
children.
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people tend to move on to other things that are felt more
meaningful to them. So that this nation is not left behind and
become a spectator against the dynamics of this world then
creativity and intelligence of children need to be developed
(Saparahayuningsih, 2010). Creativity can be interpreted as
one's ability to think in generating new ideas that are effective
and ethical. Creativity always refers to one's competence to
find something that has never existed (Suratno, 2009). Thus,
individual creativity is needed because creativity can generate
innovation, and through creativity the human life becomes full
(Suryadi, 2010), because creativity is the ability to think about
something in a new and unusual way and produce a unique
solution on various issues (Semiawan, 1999). Susanto, (2012)
states that creativity as a person's ability on producing
something new, both in the form of ideas and real work, which
is relatively different from what has been there before.
Pusitaningtyas, (2016) argues that creativity as a general
ability to create something new, as the ability to provide new
ideas that can be applied in problem solving, the ability to see
new relationships between pre-existing elements. Maslow
(1996) says the source of creativity is the tendency to
actualize oneself, realize the potential, the impulse to grow
and mature, the tendency to express and activate all the
abilities of the organism yourself with nature, and with others.
Then Hulbeck (1945) says that creative action is an imposing
of one's own personality on the environment in a unique and
characteristic way. Creativity is a daily activity associated with
the activities of individuals or groups in a community so by
developing creativity, it is expected students can solve
problems independently or groups. This creativity is created in
all areas and creativity can be taught in schools, because
everyone basically has creativity. The creativity is the person's
ability to produce something new, both in the form of ideas and
real work, which is relatively different from what has been
there before (Budiarti, 2015). The success of creativity
according to Amabile (1987) is an intersection between the
skills of the child in a particular field (domain skills), thinking
skills and creative work, and intrinsic motivation. The
intersection of creativity called creativity intersection, it can be
described as follows.

Figure 1. SD Negeri 109 Palembang

STUDENTS’ CREATIVITY
The need for creativity is increasingly felt in the life of any
world, whether in the corporate world, entertainment, health,
politics, culture and social. Without a meaningful creativity,
everything will be left behind by the development of dynamic
world. For example if a company or entertainment product is
always monotonous or no new creativity then the consumer
will increasingly disappear because of boredom and switch to
other products. Especially, in this global era and information,
competition is getting tighter and changes occur dynamically,

Figure 2. The Creativity Intersection
The characteristics of creativity can be viewed from two
aspects (1) cognitive aspects, the characteristics of creativity
associated with the ability to think creatively/divergent
(aptitude characteristics) are (a) fluency; (b) flexible / flexible
thinking skills; (c) Original thinking skills; (d) elaboration skills;
2
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and (e) evaluation skills. The more creative a person has, the
more characteristics they have; (2) the affective aspect, the
characteristics of creativity that are more related to one's
attitude and feelings (non-aptitude characteristics) are (a)
curiosity; (b) imaginative / fantasy; (c) feel challenged by
pluralism; (d) the daring nature of taking risks; (d) the nature of
respect; (e) confidence; (f) openness to new experiences; and
(g) stand out in one of the arts (Williams, 1999). Munandar
(2009), mentioned that the expected characteristics of creative
personality are (1) broad and deep curiosity, (2) often asking
good questions, (3) giving ideas or suggestions to a problem, (
(5) has a deep sense of beauty, (6) stands out in one area of
art, (7) able to see a problem from various points of view, (8)
has a great sense of humor, ( 9) has the power of imagination,
(10) original in the expression of ideas and in problem solving.
Semiawan (1999) suggests the characteristics of creativity
among others are (1) dare to take risks, (2) play a positive role
of creative thinking, (3) formulate and define problems, (4)
grow up problem solving, (5) tolerance to ambiguity and (6)
respect for others and the environment. Then, Sund (1975)
states that individuals with creative potential can be known by
observing the following characteristics (1) craving curiosity, (2)
being open to new experiences, (3) reasoning, (4) find and
examine, (5) tend to prefer tough and difficult tasks, (6) tend to
seek broad and satisfactory answers, (7) have passionate and
active dedication in performing tasks, (8) flexible thinking, (9)
the ability to make an analysis, (10) have a passion for
questioning and research, (11) have a good absorptive power,
and (12) have a fairly wide reading background. Amabile
(1987) suggests four ways that can kill creativity, evaluation,
reward, competition between children, and restrictive
environments. Meanwhile, according to Torrance (1989) are
(1) too early attempt to eliminate fantasy; (2) restrictions on
child curiosity; (3) overemphasizing roles based on sexual
differences; (4) prohibits too much; (5) fear and shame; (6) an
erroneous emphasis on certain verbal skills; and (7) provide a
destructive criticism. The curriculum should be oriented to the
learning experience in accordance with the principles of
learning throughout the lifetime that refers to the four pillars of
universal education as formulated by Unesco namely (1)
Learning to Know (2) Learning to Do, (3) Learning to Be, 4)
Learning to Live Together (Sanjaya, 2007). From the four
pillars formulated, it appears in there is a shift of meaning to
the educational process from simply knowing the information
into the process of searching and utilizing information in order
to encourage students' creativity in learning. Learning process
will be successful when students have motivation and
creativity. Therefore, teachers need to foster motivation and
encourage students’ learning creativity. To obtain optimal
learning outcomes, teachers are required to generate creative
motivation and encourage student learning creativity.
Motivation and creativity of students can be encouraged by
teachers, among others by (1) clarify goals to be achieved, (2)
generate interest and creativity, (3) create a fun atmosphere in
learning, (4) give a reasonable praise of each student's
success, (5) give an assessment, (6) comment on student’s
work outcomes, (7) create competition and cooperation
(Budiarti, 2015).

FRIENDLY SCHOOL’S PROGRAM
The word child-friendly began to flourish after the adoption of
the Rights of the child by the United Nations which was then
clarified by almost all UN members in 1989. The History of the
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Rights of the Child as a direct descendant of Human Rights is
one of the long historical journeys of the history of human
rights struggle. After World War II that caused the number of
children who became victims, in 1979 formed a working group
to formulate the rights of children. The working group then
formulated the Rights of the Child which later on 20 November
1989 was adopted by the United Nations and ratified as
International Law through UN convection signed by UN
member (Kristanto, Khasanah, Karmila, 2011). Then the childfriendly word begins in adoption in the world of education,
where schools that can create a pattern of education that is
conducive for children both for the growth and development of
children can be categorized as child friendly school. Kristanto,
Khasanah and Karmila (2011) argue that child-friendly
schooling is an open school concept, trying to apply learning
that takes the psychological development of their students.
Developing learning habits in accordance with the natural and
psychological conditions of children. Ulfah (2010) states that
child-friendly education is a pattern of education that uses a
gender perspective, the educational model that requires
justice, both men and women. That is, the cultivation of values
in the educational process of children is emphasized on the
understanding that the characteristics of feminism and
masculine traits have an equally important value in social life.
This gender justice education should start from children, even
babies. This means that a child is required to be critical and
not to distinguish between the sexes. Arismantoro, (2008)
argues that child-friendly education is education that creates a
conducive learning environment so that children can learn
effectively in an atmosphere that provides a sense of security,
rewards without threat, and encouragement. Ngadiyo (2013),
child-friendly education is an anti-discriminatory education,
care and protects children, a healthy environment, and parent
and community participation. Muchsin (2010) states that the
pattern of child-friendly education is a form of education that
treats children as living subjects, has the right to expression,
enjoyment rights, the right to play, the right to inclusive
communication, and the right of democratization. Yulianto
(2016) suggests that a region may be included in the childfriendly category if it has the following characteristics (1) the
child is involved in making decisions about the future of
himself, his family and his environment, (2) the ease of
obtaining basic services education, health and other services
to grow, (3) open space for children to gather, play and create
with their peers safely and comfortably; (4) the existence of
rules that protect children from violence and exploitation; 5)
absence discrimination in any case related to race, religion
and class. Kristanto, Khasanah and Karmila (2011) suggest
that there are several characteristics of child-friendly schooling
(1) attitudes towards students, fair treatment for male and
female students, intelligent-weak, rich-poor, normal-disabled,
child labor-officials, application of local religious, social and
cultural norms, and affection to students; (2) learning method,
there is an effective learning process generated by the
application of varied and innovative learning methods; (3)
learning facilities, teaching and learning process is supported
by teaching media such as textbooks and teaching aids or
visual aids to help students absorb; (4) student involvement,
students are involved in various activities that develop
competence by emphasizing learning by doing (demo,
practice, etc.); (5) classroom arrangement, disciples are
involved in the arrangement of benches, decorations and
illustrations depicting science, and so on; (6) classroom
3
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environment, students are involved in expressing their ideas in
creating a school environment (classroom wall, decoration,
suggestion box, wall magazine, school garden), clean water,
hygiene and sanitation facilities, hygiene and health facilities,
sanitation facilities such as toilets, adjusted to the posture and
age of the child.

RESEARCH METHOD
This research used qualitative with descriptive method.
Moleong (2013) defines qualitative research as research that
intends to understand the phenomenon of what the research
subjects experience by the description in the form of words
and language, in a natural context and utilizing various
scientific methods. According to Kristiawan & Tobari (2017)
qualitative concerned with process rather than simply with
outcomes or product; qualitative research tend the analysis
their data inductively; and "meaning" is the essential. The
place of research is done in SD Negeri 109 Palembang. Data
collection techniques used to obtain data in this study using
observation, interviews, documentation and literature review
related to this research. The validity of the data is done by
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source triangulation. Data analysis technique were using Miles
and Huberman (1989) consist of data reduction, data display
and data verification.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The results revealed that the school provided space for
students' creativity through learning strategy and school's
environment approach. The Learning activities in the
classroom used an active, innovative, creative, fun approach
with quantum teaching and quantum learning and Student
Active Learning (SAL) and Contextual Teaching and Learning
(CTL) learning. SD Negeri 109 Palembang views that if the
classroom atmosphere can be conditioned into a fun class, it
can provide creative stimulation, and learning activities
encourage students to be active, then creativity will emerge by
itself. Dimyati and Mudjiono (2006) suggest that classroom
learning can be done by (1) creating an orderly learning in the
classroom, (2) creating a fun atmosphere in learning, (3)
focusing on teaching materials, (4) engaging students in active
learning, (5) organizing learning according to the condition of
the students.

Figure 3. Creative Learning Atmosphere in SD Negeri 109 Palembang
In addition, SD Negeri 109 Palembang assess that if students
have ability in all aspects of both the physical aspects,
intellect, social-emotion and attitude and values, the ability will
be able to support students' creativity. The greater of the
student's achievement changes, the greater of the creativity
that arises from within the student. As proposed by Soemantri
(2011) the learning is a mental process expressed in a variety
of behaviors, both physical-motor and mental behavior.
Although, a learning activity is physical-motor but in it goes
mental activity, and vice versa. These aspects of development
can be differentiated but in fact difficult to separate. Something
always has to do with other aspects. The effort was made by
school in providing creativity space to students is by making
the teacher as a facilitator for students. Thus, students are
required to work together to find solutions and solving

problems both individual and groups in the classroom, with the
following steps (1) making each subject a problem
generalization; (2) problem-solving approach with creative
dialogue in reviewing generalization. Dimyati and Mudjiono
(2006) say that learning can be done in several ways (1)
individual learning, teachers act as facilitators, counselors,
diagnoses of learning difficulties, and peer discussion; (2)
group learning, orientation and the main emphasis of its
implementation to improve the ability of cooperation and
leadership. Through this learning approach, SD Negeri 109
Palembang attempts to provide direct instruction for children's
creative ability. It can be developed through a learning process
that is more focused on the development of right brain
function. This is in accordance with the opinion of
Pusitaningtyas (2016) that developing creative ability is the
4
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effort of developing right hemisphere brain function which
concerns the ability of holistic, imaginative, intuitive and
creative thinking through the learning process which is always
identical with the fulfillment of linear, exact and logical. Fasko
(2011) states that the ability to think creatively can be
developed through direct instruction. To optimize the effort to
give space for students' credibility, in the process of teaching
and learning, teachers are also required to have creativity.
Teachers are able to overcome the diversity of characteristics,
abilities
and
dynamics
of
students’ development.
Psychologically, no two individual students are exactly alike,
there is diversity. Therefore, teaching is a science and art.
There is a teaching science, but that alone is not enough, it
also needs art of teaching. The art of teaching is the creativity
of teachers to find an approach that allows each student to
develop the potential, skills and characteristics optimally
(Sukmadinata, 2004). Then Budiarti (2015) argued that the
interaction of teachers and students in the class that are
considered capable of developing students' creative skills (1)
respecting for unusual questions; (2) respecting the
imaginative ideas of students; (3) giving students the
opportunity to learn on their own initiative; (4) reward students;
and (5) taking the time for students to learn and be busy
without judgment. This is in accordance with the concept of
child-friendly school adopted by SD Negeri 109 Palembang.
Where the principle of learning strategy is done more centered
on the students. This principle implies that in the learning
process, students occupy a central position as a subject of
learning. The success of the learning process is not measured
by the extent to which the subject matter has been submitted
by the teacher but the extent to which the students have been
engaged in searching and finding the subject matter
themselves (Budiarti (2015). The school environment
approach conducted by SD Negeri 109 Palembang in an effort
to provide space for students’ creativity is by designing schools
in accordance with the world of children. There is a
playground, a hall for student activities and there are canteen,
cooperatives, field and so forth. In addition, SD Negeri 109
Palembang also builds a good communication pattern,
between students with teachers, students with employees, and

ISSN 2277-8616

teachers with employees. SD Negeri 109 Palembang
assesses that the environment has a certain meaning or
influence to the individual. Therefore, the school builds the
atmosphere and culture of the environment, the school can
provide a sense of security, increase interest and curiosity of
children, give freedom of expression, can build self-confidence
and self-actualization, can channel emotions, and can provide
joy and pleasure to children who will certainly be able to
stimulate the creativity.

Figure 4. School Environment SD Negeri 109 Palembang with
a Comfort and Clean Atmosphere
The school environment is expected to be able to support the
students in developing their potential through teaching and
learning activities that are done by providing facilities and
conducive school environment conditions. A comfortable
school environment will help students in following the teaching
and learning process, because with a comfortable school
environment, conducive facilities are adequate then students
will also feel comfortable and calm in following the process of
teaching and learning activities in school. School environment
affects student learning outcomes, because it relates to
students' comfort in learning process. School as a place of
students to do learning process must create atmosphere and
infrastructure that can support students in the learning process
(Yulianto, 2016).

Figure 5. Environment Atmosphere in SD Negeri 109 Palembang
Through the approach of learning strategy and the school
environment, the students of SD Negeri 109 Palembang
become more enthusiastic in learning activities, not only that,
the student of SD Negeri 109 Palembang also able to have

good creativity in problem solving in learning process arranged
by teacher, as well as outside learning activities such as
drawing competitions and other arts that are routinely
performed at the school. This means that the creativity of
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students can arise if the school is able to provide space to
create the creativity. The learning process and the school
environment are an important factor in an effort to provide
space for students’ creativity.

CONSLUSION
Student creativity can arise if the school is able to provide
space for creativity. The learning process and school
environment are important factors in providing space for
students to be creative. Efforts to provide creativity space
conducted by SD Negeri 109 Palembang, were through the
approach of learning strategies and through the school
environment approach. Learning activities in the child-friendly
education program at SD Negeri 109 Palembang used an
active, innovative, creative, fun learning approach with
quantum teaching and quantum learning as well as learningbased Students Active Learning (SAL) and Contextual
Teaching and Learning (CTL). The school environment
conducted by SD Negeri 109 Palembang in an effort to provide
space for students’ creativity is by designing schools in
accordance with the world of children. There is a playground, a
hall for student activities and there are canteen, cooperatives,
field and so forth. In addition, SD Negeri 109 Palembang also
builds a good communication pattern, between students with
teachers, students with employees, and teachers with
employees.
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