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Effect Of Beauveria Bassiana Doses On
Spodoptera Litura Mortality
Dyah Rini Indriyanti, Siti Mahmuda, Muji Slamet
ABSTRACT: Beauveria bassiana is a parasitic mold for insect, it is commonly used as a control agent. Spodoptera litura is insect pest attacked tobacco
plants in Salatiga. This studied would give analysis the effectiveness of B. Bassiana on S. litura larvae mortality with various doses. B. bassiana was
obtained from Estate Crop Protection Board (BPTBUN) in Salatiga, Central Java as dust formulation. The S. litura. larvae were obtained from tobacco
farm, then adapted to laboratory environment for two days before used for Bioessay. There were five different doses treatment: 1g 100 mL-1, 2g 100 mL1
, 4g 100 mL-1, 8g 100 mL-1 and 0 g 100 mL-1 (as control). Each treatment used 10 larvae and repeated five times. The result showed that B. bassiana
with 8 g100 mL-1 concentration was more effective to kill S.litura larvae than others doses. The important finding of this research is that B. Bassiana can
be used to control S. litura larvae safely and not pollute the environment.
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INTRODUCTION
Spodoptera litura is an insect pest which attacks various
cultivated plants [1]. One of cultivated plants with a high
economical value is tobacco [2]; [3]. It is one of valuable
plantation commodities in Indonesia. It spreads widely in
Sumatera, Java, Bali, West Nusa Tenggara, and Sulawesi.
In Central Java, it is mostly planted in Salatiga, but recently
the productivity of tabacco plant decreased because of
S.litura attack. The S. litura larvae control in Salatiga
regency only relies on synthetic insecticide. Synthetic
pesticides leads to physiological resistance and adverse
environmental effects to insect pest [4]. This method gives
negative effects on other biological enemies, such as the
predators and parasitoids. Insecticide utilisation in Salatiga
might cause larvae resistance. Hence, it needs an
alternative environmental friendly pest control which gives
no negative effects and resistance problems. One of the
efforts is by utilising a parasitic mold, B. bassiana. This
mold is one of potential natural agents to control some
pests [5]. B. bassiana can kill the hospes by destroying its
organic struture and dehydrate the inner cell [6] .
B.bassiana was succeed to kill all Helicoverpa armigera
larvae after 14 days of application with concentration 25 g
L-1 ( 107 con g-1 conidial density) [7].
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Application of B.bassiana on M. testulalis larvae with
concentration of 47.2 x 106 con g-1 can cause 36% mortality
of S. litura in fifth day of application [8]. B. bassiana with
concentration of 4 g mL-1 also kill Conopomorpha
cramerella larvae in fifth day of application [9]. B.bassiana
effectively controls cotton leafworm (Spodoptera littoralis)
larvae [10], Spodoptera litura [11]. Tobacco farmers in
Salatiga have never used B. Bassiana to control S.litura.
Therefore, it is a worth to have a laboratory analysis of B.
bassiana effectiveness on S.litura larvae before
disseminated. This article will inform about the B. bassiana
application and larvae mortality in a laboratory. The benefit
of this research is, it can be used for S. litura control
recommendations.

METHODS
Density and viability of B. Bassiana conidia
B.Bassiana was obtained from Estate Crop Protection
Board in Salatiga, Central Java Province as dust
formulation (kaolin powder mix with conidia). Conidial
density and viability of B. Bassiana were determined before
used in the laboratory. This research was conducted at
Laboratory of Estate Crop Protection Board Salatiga,
Central Java, June -August 2015.
The conidial density was observed by counting the
number of conidia using a microscope with the
magnification of 400x. The conidial density was observed
as follow: 1 g of mold was solved in 100 mL of aquadest,
then stirred by magnetic strirer for 1 minute. A drop of
conidia suspension then was put on haematocytometer and
covered by coverslip. The suspension was left for a minute
to stabilize conidial position. The number of conidia on
haemacytometer (a+b+c+d+e) was counted by microscope
with 400x magnification. The extrapolation was repeated 35 times to get valid data. The number of conidia on counting
chamber was observed by this following formula [12].
S = (t x d) (n x 0.25) -1 x 106
S = The number of spores per gram of medium
t = The number of spores counted on field count (a, b, c, d
and e)
d = Levels of dilution
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n = The number of boxes observed (5x16 small boxes = 80
boxes)
This formula applies only to the Neubauer Improve
hemocytometer.
The viability of conidia
The viability of conidia was observed by the germination of
conidia on the Potato Dextrose Agar (PDA) media. The
liquid PDA was poured on a small petri dish cover
aseptically, then let it cold and densed. The thin layer of the
media then cut in size of 1 x 1 cm then moved on an object
glass. An object glass stuffed by 2-3 media. Suspension of
the conidia was dropped on cuts of media then covered by
coverslip and put it on bigger petri dish, covered and
incubated for 8 hours in room temperature. The object glass
was removed from petri dish and dripped by lactophenol
cotton blue to stop the grow and clarify microscopic
observation (colouring the conidia). The germinated conidia
were observed under microscope with 400x magnification.
Both germinated and non germinated conidia was counted
by this following formula [12].

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Density and viability of B. bassiana conidia
The average of B. bassiana conidial density were 3.06 x108
conidia g-1 (Table 2), based on quality standart of Biological
control agent, this density was categorized on good criteria
(with more than 106 conidia). The average of B.bassiana
conidial viability was 92.92% (Table 3), based on quality
standart of Biological controller agents, this viability was
categorized on good criteria, (range 86-100 %).
Table 2. Density of B. bassiana conidia

1

Spores density (g/ml)

2

Spores viability (%)

Good
6

Moderate
6

>10

10

86 – 100

75 – 85

a

b

c

d

e

8

1
2

25
28

35
34

15
14

25
26

20
20

120
122

3.00 x 10
3.05 x 108

3

21

24

24

26

29

126

3.15 x 108

Average

24.6

31

17.6

25.6

23

122.6

3.06 x 108

Number of conidia
Repetition

Poor
< 10

Density
(conidia
gr-1)

Total

Table 3. Viability of B. bassiana conidia

Table 1. Quality Standards of BCA [12]
Criteria

Number of conidia on
Haemacytometer counting beds

Repetition

V = (g) (g + u) -1 x 100%
V= Viability of conidia
g = the number of germinated conidia
u = the number of ungerminated conidia
Good Quality Standards of BCA according to the
Directorate of Plantation Protection are as follows [ 12].

No
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Non
Total
germinated
germinated
number

Viability
(%)

1

4

63

67.00

94.02

2

7

67

74.00

90.50

3

5

82

87.00

94.25

70.66

92.92

6

< 75

Larvae of S. litura
There were 250 larvae of S. litura were obtained from
tobacco plantation. The larva had 2-3 cm length (third
instar), brown and brown-black colored. Larva was fed by
pesticide-free tobacco for two days in the laboratory before
testing.

Average

Observation on germinated and non germinated B.bassiana
conidia with 400x magnification (Figure 1).

Bioessay
The larvae was laid in a transparent containner with Ø 15
cm, and 10 cm height. There were ten larvae in each
containner and fed by pesticide-free tobacco. B. bassiana
solution of each concentration was sprayed on S. litura
larvae by sprayer. The containner were covered by white
tulle cloth and tied, then observed until all larvae died. This
research were consisted of five treatment levels and
repeated 5 times, total 25 experimental units. B. bassiana
concentrations used were as follow: 1 g 100 mL-1 (P1), 2 g
100 mL-1 (P2), 4 g100 mL-1 (P3); 8 g100 mL-1 aquades (P4),
and 0 g 100 mL-1 (P0) as control. The behavior larvae after
B. bassiana application and the number of dead larvae
were observed every day. Abiotic data in the research
laboratory (temperature, humidity and light intensity) were
also recorded.

Figure 1. Conidia of B. bassiana before (left) and after
germinated (right) with 400x magnification.

Egg & larvae [13] Pupae [14] Imago S.litura [15]
Figure 2. Metamorphosis of Spodoptera litura (egg, larvae,
pupae and imago)
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S. litura has metamorphosis: egg, larva, pupa and imago
(Figure 2). A female can produce 1500 eggs [13]. Life cycle
from egg to moth ranges from 30-61 days. Egg (2-4 days),
larva ( 20-26 days ), pupa (10-14 days), imago or moth (5-9
days). Based on the observation S. litura larvae sprayed
with B. bassiana show the following symptoms. S. litura
larva started to change the behaviour since first day after
treatment by lowering its movement. Eating activity was
also decrease on day 3 and there were many larvae which
stucked on the wall of containner (day 5). In accordance to
Dinata [16] stated that there is a behaviour known as
―summit disease‖ where the insect which died by
entomopatogenic mold will move to the tip of the plants and
stick theirself. Actitivity of S. litura larvae was declining
because of B. bassiana infection. The mold infection starts
when conidia reach the larvae body. The attached conidia
will form a a tube of germination and produce chytinase to
penetrate the cutticle and reach haemolymph. The mold
grows inside the larvae and produces beauvericin, a toxic to
destroy larvae body tissues [17]. B. bassiana produced
chytinase, lipase and proteinase ezymes. The toxin
produced is beauvericin, an antibiotic which disturbs
haemolymph function and nucleus of the insect then stiffen
the infected insect [18].

Figure 3. Larvae of S. litura eat the leaves (left) and died
larvae infected by B. bassiana (right)
The dead S. litura larvae cause of B. bassiana, identified by
a white colour powder on the outer surface of S. litura body.
It shows growth of the hyphae and produce conidia which
would covered nearly the entire surface of larval body.
Micellium originally appears on the segment of larval
abdoment. Then, the white coloured micellium covers the
infected larval body surface. Generally the hyphae will grow
on the surface of pest’s body through spiracles, mouth and
membran between its body segments [19]. In the
concetration of 8 g 100mL-1, it showed the existence of B.
bassiana micellium which grew on the larvae on day 9. In
concentration of 1 g 100mL-1 and 2 g 100mL-1 , micellium
growth of the mold started to be visible on day 11. It shows
that the higher dose, the more conidia will germinate and the
more faster growth of the hyphae. This is in line with Pinem
[20] who stated that the mold’s micellia penetrates from the
outside into the host’s body and produce conidia. Within a
few days, the insect would then finally die. The insect which
are infected by B. bassiana will die with a hardened body
like a mummy and be covered by the white coloured mold.
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Effect of B. bassiana on S. litura larvae mortality
The dead S. litura larvae after B. bassiana spraying (Figure
4) as follow :

Duration (days)
Figure 4. Percentage of dead S. Litura larvae after sprayed
B. Bassiana for 12 days observation
There was no larvae died on day 1 until 4 (Figure 4) . It was
the incubation phase of B. bassiana on the insect body.
Mold need few days to infect and grow on S. litura body. On
day 5, with dose of 8 g 100 mL-1, Mold started to kill larvae
(20%). On day 6, larvae died 10-40% and all larvae finally
died on day-12. It shows that B. bassiana could kill S. litura
with 3.06 x 108 con/g density and 92.92% conidia viability
(Table 2 & 3). Some researchers report that the number of
conidia of entomopathogenic fungi is related to the mortality
of larvae. Conidia density 12.24 x 108 con g-1 in B. bassiana
concentration could kill all larvae on 10th day [21]. The
density of B. bassiana conidial 108 con g-1 could kill 50%
Maruca testulalis larvae in 13th day [22]. B. bassiana conidia
with density of 1.3 x 108 con g-1, cause 65% Nezara viridula
larvae mortality in 14th day [23]. In this research proofed that
B. bassiana conidia density of 3.06 x 108 con g-1 and 92.92%
viability were effective to kill all S. litura larvae for 10-12
days. B. bassiana invades the hospes through its skin,
disgestive tract, spiracle and other cavities. Attached mold
innoculum on the hospes then germinates and grows as
tube then penetrates to the skin [24]. The mold will
reproduce inside the hospes then grow, attack all body
tissues and kill it [25]. The mold will fasten its reproduction
to strive with insect immunity. At the same time, antibiotic
toxin produced by the mold weakens the insect and fastly kill
the insect at once. The hyphae will grow and cover the
entire insect’s body. The mold starts to grow, the insect
shows sick symptom, such as uncontrolable movement until
it finally died [26]. The density and germination ability of
conidia will determine entomopatogenic mold effectiveness
in controlling pest [27, 31]. Figure 2 shows that on day 6,
there were some larva die caused of B.bassiana. Further
statistical analysis of larvae motality because of B.bassiana
on 6th day (Table 3).
Table 3. Mortality of S.litura larvae on 6th day after infected
by B.bassiana
B.bassiana (g 100 mL-1)
0
1
2
4
8

Larvae mortality (%)
0a
10b
20b
20b
40c
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Anova showed ( F= 52.56; df=24; P=0.000; P<0.05), that
there is a significant difference among B.bassiana
treatments. Tukey test showed that the control was
significanly different from all treatments of B.bassiana
doses. Treatment of 1 g dose was not significally different
from dose of 2g, and 4g (P= 0.58 and P= 0.21 > 0.05).
Treatment of 8 g dose was significally different from all
treatments (P=0.000 <0.05). On day 6, the mortality of S.
litura larvae increased up to day 11. It indicated infection
and reproduction of B. bassiana which caused the more
larvae died everyday. The surviving larvae, would eventually
weaken and die 100% on day 12. The other hand there was
no dead larvae in the control until the end of observation (12
days). This is because the larvae were not infected with B.
bassiana (Figure 4). The fastest early larval mortality was in
B. bassiana concentration of 8 g100 mL-1 on day 5 after
application. It shows that 8 g100 mL-1 concentration was the
most effective dose compared to others. On day 10 it had
reached 100% mortality. It shows that the higher
concentration conidia applied, the higher toxins produced by
mold to kill larvae so increased the larval mortality rate. The
concentration
will
affect
entomopathogenic
mold
effectiveness in controlling test insect [27]. More conidia
density will be increasing contact pathogen and the host, so
it will be increasing larvae mortality [28]. In the concentration
of 1 g100 mL-1and 2 g100 mL-1 reached the longest mortality
rate (12 days). The reason is mostly because the lower
concentration of B. bassiana the lower its infection.
Temperature, humidity, and light intensity also greatly affect
the effectiveness of B. bassiana in controlling pests. High
relative humidity is associated with high mortality in insects
due to the infection with entomopathogens [29]. The
entomopathogenic mold B. bassiana are able to grow in the
range of 15-35oC and less than 95.5% humidity [30]. The
temperature of the laboratory research was in range of 2227oC and humidity of 59-61% with the light intensity of 14.6
– 27.2 Lux. It was the optimal condition for B. bassiana to
grow and reproduce. The important finding in this study is
that dosage of 8 g100mL-1 was the best for using B.
bassiana application on S. litura. This dosage can be used
for the recommendation of B. bassiana controlling S. litura.

Spodoptera Litura ( Fab .) in Soybean Ecosystem.
34(5):1247–9.
[4]

Suresh U, Murugan K, Panneerselvam C,
Rajaganesh R, Roni M, Al-Aoh Han. (2017). Suaeda
maritima-based herbal coils and green nanoparticles
as potential biopesticides against the dengue vector
Aedes aegypti and the tobacco cutworm Spodoptera
litura. Physiol Mol Plant Pathol.

[5]

Prisilia A, Aror F. (2017). Pemanfaatan Jamur
Entomopatogen Beauveria bassiana (Balsamo)
Vuillemin terhadap larva Plutella xylostella ( L .) Di
Laboratorium. Fakultas Pertanian Universitas Sam
Ratulangi Manado.

[6]

Trizelia.
(2005).
Cendawan
Beauveria bassiana. IPB Bogor.

[7]

Prayogo Y. (2006). Upaya Mempertahankan
Keefektifan Cendawan Entomopatogen untuk
Mengendalikan Hama Tanaman Pangan. J. Litbang
Pertan. 25(2):47–54.
Jauharlina. (2000). Potensi Beauveria bassiana Vuill
sebagai cendawan entomopatogen pada hama M.
testulalis. J Agrista. 3(1):64–71.

[8]

Priyanti S. (2009). Kajian patogenitas cendawan
Beauveria bassiana untuk mengendalikan larva
Conopomorpha cramerella. p. 150.

[10]

Sánchez-rodríguez AR, Raya-díaz S, Zamarreño ÁM,
García-mina JM, Carmen M, Quesada- E. (2017). An
endophytic Beauveria bassiana strain increases
spike production in bread and durum wheat plants
and effectively controls cotton leafworm (Spodoptera
littoralis) larvae. Biol Control. ReaserchGate.
https://www.
Research
gate.net/
publication/312650644

[11]

Moorthi V P, Balasubramanian C, Selvarani S RA.
(2015). Efficacy of sub lethal concentration of
entomopathogenic fungi on the feeding and
reproduction of Spodoptera litura. Springerplus.
4(1):681.

[12]

Direktorat Perlindungan Tanaman. 2014. Pedoman
Uji Mutu dan Efikasi Lapangan Agens Pengendalian
Hayati (APH). Direktorat Perlindungan Perkebunan,
Kementrian Pertanian. 115 p.

[13]

Tengkano W. (2004).Umur larva Spodoptera litura.
Majalah Ilmiah Biol. 3(19):70–6.

[14]

Sari DWIM. (2008). Peramalan harga dan produksi
tembakau. Departemen Ilmu Ekonomi Fakultas
Ekonomi dan Manajemen Institut Pertanian Bogor.
IPB Bogor.

Marwoto & Suharsono. (2008). Strategi dan
Komponen Teknologi Pengendalian Ulat Grayak
(Spodoptera litura). J Penelit dan Pengemb Pertan.
27(4):131–6.

[15]

Azwana M. (2003). Pertumbuhan Cendawan
Beauveria bassiana. J Litbang Pertan. 34(1):21–30.

Matti M V, Deotale RO, Lavhe N V. (2016). EcoFriendly Management of Tobacco Leaf Caterpillar

[16]

Dinata

The formulations of B. bassiana used in this study contain
3.06 x 108 con g-1 conidia density and 92.92% viability. The
symptoms S. litura larva infection by B. Bassiana was
decreasing movement and eating activity. The dose of 8
g100 mL-1 B. bassiana was the most effective dose
compared to others and can be used to control S. Litura.

REFERENCES

[2]

[3]

Entomopatogen

[9]

CONCLUSION

[1]

ISSN 2277-8616

Razaq M. (2014). Resistance of Spodoptera litura (
Lepidoptera : Noctuidae ) to profenofos : Relative
fitness and cross resistance. Crop Prot.49–54.
Available from: http:// dx.doi.org/10.1016/ j.cropro.

A.

(2006).

Insektisida

yang

Ramah
209

IJSTR©2017
www.ijstr.org

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF SCIENTIFIC & TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH VOLUME 6, ISSUE 09, SEPTEMBER 2017

Lingkungan. Badan Penelitian dan Pengembangan
Pertanian. 106 p.
[17]

[18]

Soetopo & Indrayani I. (2007). Morfologi dan Metode
Perbanyakan Beauveria bassiana. Badan Penelitian
dan Pengembangan Pertanian, Jakarta.
Haryono, Nuraini H, Riyanto. (1993). Prospek
Penggunaan
Beauveria
bassiana
untuk
Pengendalian Hama Tanaman Perkebunan. In:
Prosiding Symposium Patologi Serangga I di
Yogyakarta. 1993.

[19]

Kershaw M. J., Moorhause, R. Bateman, S.E.
Reynolda & AKC. (1999). The role of Destruxin in
Pathogenecity of B. bassiana for Three Species of
Insect. J Invertebr Pathol 7(4):213–23.

[20]

Pinem. (2004). Uji Potensi Formulasi Jamur
Beauveria bassiana Vuill. Annual Report. Sumatera
Utara: BlRS-London Sumatera.

[21]

Hasyim A &Azwana. (2003). Patogenisitas Isolat
Beauveria bassiana dalam Mengendalikan Hama
Larva Spodoptera litura. J Horti 13(2): 120 – 130.

[22]

Raden M. Saleh, Rosdah T dan Suparti A. (2001).
Pengaruh pemberian Beauveria bassiana Vuill
terhadap kematian dan perkembangan Maruca
testulalis. J Hama dan Penyakit Tumbuh Trop.1(1):7–
10.

[23]

Effi W. (2005). Pengujian beberapa konsentrasi
cendawan Beauveria bassiana (Balsomo) Vuillemin
terhadap perkembangan hama Nezara viridula
(Lepidoptera).

[24]

Hasyim A. (2006). Evaluasi Bahan Carrier dalam
Pemanfaatan Jamur Entomopatogen, Beauveria
bassiana. J Horti. 16(3):190–8.

[25]

Priyatno. (2001). Teknik Perbanyakan Beauveria
bassiana dan Aplikasinya di Lapang, Balai Penelitian
Tanaman Perkebunan dan Obat. Bogor. 205 – 211.

[26]

Wahyudi A. (2008). Mekanisme Infeksi Cendawan
Entomopatogen Beauveria bassiana terhadap Larva
Spodoptera litura (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae). J Penelit
dan Pengemb Pertan. 10(2):101–10.

[27]

Prayogo, Y., Tengkano, W. & M. (2005). Cendawan
Entomopatogen
Beauveria
bassiana
Untuk
Mengendalikan Ulat Grayak Spodoptera litura Pada
Tembakau. J Litbang Pertanian. 24(1):19–26.

[28]

Trizelia & Nurdin. (2008). Peningkatan Persistensi
dan
Trransmisi
Isolat
Unggul
Cendawan
Entomopatogen
Beauveria
bassiana
untuk
Pengendalian Hama. Penelitian Hibah Bersaing.
2008.

[29]

M. Li, X.M. Liu, Y. Wang, X.P. Wang, L.L. Zhou and
SYS. (2014). Effect of Relative Humidity on

ISSN 2277-8616

Entomopathogens
Infection
and
Antioxidant
Responses of the Beet Armyworm, Spodoptera
exigua (Hübner). African Entomol. 22(3):651–659.
[30]

Rosfiansyah. 2009. Pengaruh Aplikasi Beauveria
bassiana (Balsamo) Vuillemin. Tesis Sekolah Pasca
Sarjana. Institut Pertanian Bogor. Bogor.

[31]

D.R. Indriyanti, R.I.P. Putri, P. Widiyaningrum and L.
Herlina. 2017. Density, Viability conidia and
symptoms of Materhizium anisopliae infection on
Oryctes rhinoceros larvae. Journal of Physics:
Conf.Series 824(2017)012058. doi: 10.1088/17426596/824/1/012058

210
IJSTR©2017
www.ijstr.org

